CBeTrociapa ®uUINIIOBa

MOHETU U MOHETHA LIUPKYJIALIMS [TPE3
KBbCHATA AHTUYHOCT
(294-498 r.) [IO TOPHOTO Y CPEJHOTO
TEUYEHUE
HA PEKA CTPYMA

Codus <2020






CBerociaaBa OuIHIIOBA

MOHETU U MOHETHA [TUPKYJIALIMS TTPE3
KHCHATA AHTUYHOCT
(294-498 1) TI0 TOPHOTO W CPEJIHOTO TEUYEHUE
HA PEKA CTPYMA

Sofia 2020



Svetoslava Filipova
Coins and Coin Circulation in the Late Antiquity (294-498)
in the Upper and Middle Course of Struma River



CaerociaBa Puianionsa

MOHETU 1 MOHETHA LHMPKVJIALINA
ITPE3 KbCHATA AHTUYHOCT (294-498 I.) T1O
I'OPHOTO 1 CPEAHOTO TEYEHUE
HA PEKA CTPYMA

Codus -2020
ProVias



Kuwurara e yeTBbpTara oT nopeaunara ,,MoHETHH KOJICKIIMA U MOHETHHU HaXOJKu OT bbiarapus
— Monorpaduu” (CCCHBulg M4)

This is the fourth book of the series “Coin Collections and Coin Hoards from Bulgaria — Mono-
graphs” (CCCHBulg M4)

Ha nuuero Ha kopunara:
Conup va ummneparop KOmuan 11 (361-363 ) — PUM Codus, uns. Ne 1272

W3narencku cuBeT:

[Ipod. n.u.u. Uns Ipoxonos — Codust
J1-p Anena TenuoBa — MroHnxeH
J-p Jlunu I'poznanoBa — Codus

Penenzent
Hour. n-p Jouka BnanumupoBa-AnamxoBa

© 2020, Cserocnasa ®unnnosa — aBTop

© 2020, MBenuna JI>xoHeBa — KOPEKTOP

© 2020, Enena ®ununosa — NpeBoJl Ha AaHINIMHCKU €3UK

© 2020, Hukonaii Besupcku — rpaduyen qusaiiH u npenneyaTHa noAroToBKa
© 2020, ProVias Sofia

[Teuar ,,®abep” Benuko ThpHOBO

ISBN 978-619-90823-8-6



CbABbPKAHUE
BBBEIEHHUE. ...ttt ettt et ettt e sbe e bt sttt st ettt e neenneens 9
I'mapal: [Tonutrnyecka 06cTaHOBKAa M MOHETHU pepopMu BIIepruofa294-498 .........ccccvvevvennnne. 12

I'maBa II: MoHeTn U MOHETHa LMpPKYJIalMs 110 TOPHOTO U CPENHOTO TedeHue Ha p. Crpyma —

[IPEITICT HA TIPOYUBAHMATA. ....eeeuvveerurieenureeeniteeeniteeenuteeensseeanseessreessseeesseeessseessnseessnseesnsseessnseesas 30
I'naBaIII: KonekrrBaM 1 equHMuHN MOHeTHU HaxonkH oT [Taytanus (KP. HA III-V BEK)........ 44
YACT I: AHanu3 Ha KOJIEKTUBHUTE MOHETHU HAXOJKH OT [1ayTalmus. .....ccocvveeviiieiiiiiieeiee, 44
1.1: KonexruBHa MoHeTHA Haxoaka OT 00eKT ,, JIOMUKIUHUKA” — 1976 Toeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaen, 44
[.2: KolekTuBHa MOHETHA HAXOKA OT KFOCTEHIMIL....ccovveiviiiiiiiieniieeieeneicee et 46
1.3: KonekrrBHA MOHETHA HaXo[Ka OT 00€KT ,,JloM Ha cbBeTUTE” — 1983 Tiococvvviiiiiiieece. 47
[.4: KonexTrBHAa MOHETHA HAXO/IKa OT PA3KONKHU B KIOCTCHIMIL. ....ccouvveeniiiieiieeeiiieeieeeiee e 51
[.5: KonekTuBHU MOHETHU HAaXOIKH OT 00EKT ,,XylnoKecTBeHa rapepus’ — cekrop ,,Cesep [
Ha KkpenocTHaTa cTeHa Ha T1ayTammst — 1979 ..o 54
1.6: KosexkTBHA MOHETHA HAXOAKA OT 00EKT ,,MITames kKKl IOM” — 1969 T..oooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 58
1.7: KonexruBHa MOHETHA Haxoaka oT 00eKT ,,Muxamit Illumman Ne 12”7 — 1998 1.................. 60
1.8: KonexkTuBHAa MOHETHA HAXOAKA OT O0EKT ,, JIOMUKITMHUIKA — 27 .coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. 64
YACT II: AHanu3 Ha €TMHUYHUTE MOHETHU HAXOJKH OT [1ayTamus. .....ccocvvveviieiniiiiiieeien 67
II.1: ExuH1YHN MOHETH, HAMEPEHU IIPU apXEO0J0Trn4ecKy npoyusanus B [laytanus................ 67
II.1.1: KbCHOAHTHYHU MOHETH, HAMEPEHH NPHU MPOYUYBAHETO HA OOEKT ,,Mianexku 1omM~ —
TOOD T e ettt s 67
II.1.2: KbcHOQHTUYHM MOHETH, HaMEpEHH INPH MPOYYBAHETO Ha 00EKT ,,.B3aumuo yumnuiie”
—LOTT-1980 e 70
I1.1.3: KbcHOAHTHYHU MOHETH, HAMEPEHU MPH MPOYUBAHETO Ha OOEKT ,,XyHd0KEeCTBEHA raje-
PHA” — 1979108 T e 75
I1.1.4: KbCHOQHTHYHHN MOHETH, HAMEPEHU MPH IPOyUBaHETO Ha 00eKT ,,JIapro” — 1982 r........ 79
II.1.5: KbcHOQHTUYHM MOHETH, HAMEPEHHU IPU MPOYUBAHETO HA OOEKT ,,/IoM Ha chBeTHTE —
LOB3 I e et 82
I1.1.6: KbCcHOQHTUYHM MOHETH, HAMEPEHH IIPH MPOYyYBAHETO HA OOEKT ,,JloM Ha kHMrara” —
TOBA Ittt e 84
I1.1.7: KbCHOQHTHYHHN MOHETH, HAMEPEHH IIPH MPOYyUBAHETO Ha OOCKT ,,JloM Ha moIMTHYECKaTa
TIPOCBETA” — 1088 Tttt ettt e et e sttt e st e e st e e sabeeesabeeesabeeenneas 91

I1.1.8: KbCHOQHTHYHH MOHETH, HAMEPEHH NP MIPOyUYBaHETO Ha 00eKT ,Yuranume” — 1988 .94
I1.1.9: KbCHOAaHTHYHM MOHETH, HAMEPEHU IIPU MIPOYyUYBAHETO Ha 00EKT ,,JlepBur Gans”— 1995 .97
I1.2: City4aliHu MOHETHHM HAXOAKU, HAMEPEHU B KIOCTEHIIUIL. .....eouviiiiiciiieiieeiecrececcee 100

UACT III: AHATH3 F KOMEHTAP. ¢ .eveeeereeeureerireeeireessreessseesseeesaseessseesssseessseessseessnseessseesns 103

I'mapa IV: KonekTuBHu 1 CANMHUYHU MOHCTHH HAXOAKH OT 'OPHOTO U CPCAHO TCUCHUC HaA PCKa Cpr-



YACT I: Ananu3 Ha KOJIEKTUBHUTE U €IUHUYHUTE MOHETHU HAaXOJKH OT paiioHa Ha rp. Ilep-

HEIK . cutententententetententetentestesten s essetetete s et e st entemtemtemtemtensensemtentensemtentensensentententensentent et et et et ententenee 109
[.1: KOIEKTUBHU MOHETHU HAXOKH ... eeeuevreenerreennreeenureeennseessseessseesseeesseessnseessseessseesnnseesnnne 109
[.1.1: KonextuBHa MOHETHA HaxOAKa OT KBapTai ,,bena Boga”, [IepHUK..........ccceeevieerinennne. 109
[.1.2: KonekTuBHAa MOHETHA HAXOAKA OT C. BOCHEK. ...ccvviiuiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiceiceieene e 109
[.2: KbcHOAHTUYHU MOHETH, HAMEPEHU MIPU APXEOTOTUUECKH MPOYUBAHUS. ...ceevvvrernereernneennns 114
[.2.1: Monetu ot mpoyuBaHeTO Ha puMcka Buia B Kpanes noim, Ilepaumko — 1966-72 r....... 114
[.2.2: MoHeTH 0T mpoy4BaHETO Ha CBETWJIMILETO B KBapTaln ,llbpkBa” ([lackanoso) — Ilep-
HIIK ¢ttt et et et e eete et e eat et e e at e e bt e e et e e bt e e et e e b et e et e e bt e e et e e e bt e e R bt e ehe e et e e e h et e bt e eb et et e e nan e e bt e nneeebees 116
1.2.3: MoHeTu OT poy4YBaHETO Ha Maxana ,,ApOaHac” — PAIOMUD.......cccevvveeviieriieiienieenen. 125
[.2.4: Monetu ot npoyusaneTo Ha kpenocrtra ,,Kpakpa” —2002-2003 T...cceeeveerieiiieniennnen. 133

YACT II: Aranu3 Ha KOJIEKTUBHUTE U €IMHUYHUTE MOHETHHU HAXO/AKH OT paiioHa Ha rp. Kroc-

tenaun ([Tusuen, Kpaunme, Kamenunia, KioCTEHIUICKATA KOTTIOBHHA). ....c.vveeveerereeneeenereenenens 135
II.1: KOJTEKTUBHU MOHETHU HAXOKH . ..c..eveeuveeureenrienereeneenureenseenseeeseesaeeenneessseenseesunesseesseeenseens 135
II.1.1: KonektuBHa MOHETHA Haxo/1Ka OT ¢. HepenkoBa ['patmuiia.........ccceeevveeeviieinieeenieenne, 135
II.1.2: KonieKTMBHA MOHETHA HAXOJKA OT C. JIMIISI . ..eeiiiiieiiiieiiieeeiiceeee e 137
II.1.3: KosieKTMBHAa MOHETHA HAXOJIKA OT C. JIPYMOXAP...uvvieriiieiiiieniieeiiieeeiieeeiee e 143
II.1.4: KosnleKTMBHA MOHETHA HAXOJKA OT C. Ma3APAUCBO. ...cuvveeruiiieriieeriieeniieeeieeeriieeesiiee e 146
II.1.5: KosnekTBHA MOHETHA HAXOJKA OT C. CYIIMIIA. ..cceuvvieeniieeriieenieeesieeeeiieeeieeeniieeenaneeenne 146
II.1.6: KonexkTBHAa MOHETHA HAaXO/1Ka OT pailoHa Ha IP. KIOCTEHIUM. ......coovvieiniiiiiieiieee, 148
II.2: KbcHOAHTUYHU MOHETH, HAMEPEHU IIPU apXEOJIOrMUYECKU IPOy4YBaHUs B pailoHa Ha Ip.
KEOCTEHIIMIL. ...ttt ettt b e et sbe e st e bt e sane e b e sanees 150
I1.2.1: MoHETH OT IPOYYBAHETO HPHU C. [OPAHOBIIM. ... .eeevrienriiiiieieeniieeieesiee et 150

YACT III: Ananu3 Ha KOJIEKTUBHUTE U €IMHUYHUTE MOHETHU HaxoAku oT Jynuwumiko (Pa3-

MeTtanuna, [opHo u JI07HO T0J1€) ¥ BIATOEBIPATICKO. ....cvvientieiiieiieeiieeiie ettt eieeiee e 151
III.1: KonexTuBHa MOHETHA HAXOAKA OT C. MBPBOMOIM. .....eeeeuiiieiuiieeniieeniieeeieeeeieeeeiieeesiiee e 151
[II.2: MoHeTu OT apXeoJ0Tru4eCKy NpoyyuBaHus B MECTHOCTTA ,,[{apuunna”, ['onsamo ceno...154
II1.3: MoneTH 0T IpOy4YBaHETO MPHU CaAMAPEBA OAHS.....c..eeverueeiiereeienirenieeeesieenteeeesieesieeeenne 158
II1.4: KonexkTuBHA MOHETHA HAXOJKA OT CamaPeBa OQHS. .......eeeveerereeniieniieeiieeieeieeeereeeeesaeeas 158
[II.5: Monetu ot npoyuBaneTo 1ipu rp. Kouepunoso, MectHocTTa , Jenpanusko” — 1991 r....161
II1.6: MoHeTu OT MECTHOCTTA ,, ['bpKUIIETO”, TP. KOUEPHUHOBO. ....ccvuvvieriiieiieeiieeiee e 164
III.7: MoHeTH OT MpPOy4YBAaHETO HAa PAaHHOXPHCTUSHCKa Oa3uiuka B kB. Ctpymcko, braroes-
0 11 SO U OO PP POV O PO PPPOPPRRUPIOPRRRPPO 173
[11.8: KonexTBHAa MOHETHA HAaXxO/IKa M €IMHUYHU MOHETHU OT IPOYYBAHETO HA KPENOCTTA pU
C. JIoTHO LIepOBO, BIATOEBIPAMICKO. .....eeiiiiiiiieiiiiiieeeiitee ettt ettt e et e e es 175
HACT IV: AHATIUB FKOMEHTAD. ..eeueveeeereeesureesireessreesuteessteesseessaseessossesssseessseessseessseessseesns 178
I'maBa V: KbcHOAHTUYHN MOHETHHU HAXOAKHU OT AOJIMHATA HA cpeiHa CTPYMA .....cevuvveennennne 188
YACT I: AHanu3 Ha KOJIGKTUBHUTE MOHETHHU HaxoJku oT nonuHara Ha Cpegna Ctpyma......188
[.1: KonekTriBHA MOHETHA HAXOJIKa OT CPETHOTO TEUEHHUE HA P. CTPYMA...covviieriiiiiiieeiieennne, 188
[.2: KonektrBHA MOHETHA Haxo/Ka OT . KbpHaIOBO, [IETPUUKO. ......eevvveeeriiieiieiiieeie, 192



[.3: KonekTrBHA MOHETHA Haxo/Ka OT paiioHa HA TP CAHIAHCKU. ....ccuveeerureeerieeenieeenireeennn 192

1.4: KonekTMBHM MOHETHH HaXO/IKH OT paHHOXPHUCTUSHCKA Oa3uiuKa B ¢. MUKpEBO............. 196
YACT II: Ananu3 Ha €TMHUYHNATE MOHETHU HAXOJKU OT palioHa Ha rp. CaHAAHCKHM. ............. 197
II.1: EnMHUYHY MOHETH, HAMEPEHU IPU APXEOTOTUUECKHU MPOYUBAHMS. ...ceevvveeenereeennreerireennns 197
I1.1.1: KbCHOAHTUYHH MOHETH OT IPOYYBaHETO Ha 00EKT ,,Iloma” 1967/74 T........cocvveeeennee. 197
I1.1.2: MoHeTu OT IpOy4YBaHETO HAa KbCHOAHTHUYEH HEKPOIIoJa — 00eKT ,,JIoBeH 1om” — 1992 1...201
I1.1.3: MoHeTH OT Ipoy4YBaHETO Ha KbCHOAHTUYHA TPOOHMIIA MaB30sIel — 1995 n................. 204
I1.2: CnyyaiiH MOHETHU HAXOAKU OT paiioHA HA TP. CAHTAHCK . ... .vveerreeenirieenieeeniieeenieeeennns 207
I1.2.1: KbCHOQHTUYHU MOHETH OT C. JIACKAPEBO.....eeeiuiiieiiiieiiieeniiieeriiieesieeeieeeeivee s esieee e 207
YACT III: EntuHMYHYA MOHETHU HaXOJKH OT paiioHa Ha I'P. [IeTphY.....cccevevviieiiiiiiiiiieas 208

III.1: MoHeTH OT apXeoJOrHuecKOTO MPOy4YBaHe Ha OOCKT ,,AHTHYEH Ipaa’ mpu c. Pynure, m.

s FOTKY X = 2007 Tttt ettt ettt sttt e be e st eneeeas 208
[II.2: EnMHUYHN KbCHOAHTUYHU MOHETHU HaXOJKH OT MECTHOCTTA ,,KOKYX”...ovvviiririiriiennns 211
[11.3: Ciryyalinu eqUHUYHN KbCHOAHTUYHU MOHETHU HaXO/IKU OT paiioHa Ha rp. Ilerpuu......212
HACT IV: AHAITH3 FLKOMEHTAD. ..ceeuvveeeereeeireeeireesureessteesuseesseeessseessseesssseessseessseessseessseesns 216
SAKITHOUEHME. ... .eevventeenteeeeente et esaeeeueesatesateeate e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e ebeesateebeeeaseeaseeabeenseenbeenbeenneenaeenaees 222
Onuc Ha KOJIEKTUBHUTE MOHETHH HaxoAKu oT ['opuoTo u Cpeanoro reuenue Ha p. Ctpyma.....239
MBIOMBBAHATIITEDATYPA. ¢ .veeeuvreerurieeiteesiteesireesteeesuteessseeesaseesssaeessseesseeesnseesasteesnseesaseeesnseesnee 247
M BHOMBBAHM CBKPALLICHUS. . ..eeeuvveeenereeureeesteesuteesueeesuseesseeesaseesseeesnseesaseeesnseessseessseessnseessseesnns 260
A30YUYCHTTOKAZATCIITHA CCITUIIIATA. ......vveeuveenereenseesreenseenseeenseessseenseessseenseessseenseesssesnseessseenseesnses 261
Coins and coin circulation in the late antiquity (294-498) in the Upper and Middle course of
StrUMATIVET (ADSITACE).....eieiiieeiieeciee ettt ettt e et e et e e e ta e e e beeeeaaeeesaseeenaseeesseeenneeas 262
MMPMJIOXEHUMA:

KATATIOT ..ttt ettt sttt sbe e bbbt e ee e 275
| ] 01 SO PSPPSR 417
TEKCT KBM HITFOCTPALIIHTE. ......eeeuvveeeueeeeenereesnsreesaseeessseeensseeessseesnsseesssseesnsseesnseessseessseessseesssees 423
TABIIA. ..ttt et e b bt e h e bbbt ea b bt et sa e et saeen 435



IIpearosop

Hacrosiiara MmoHorpadus mpeacTapisiBa €CTECTBEH 3aBbPIIEK Ha IBJITOTOAMIIHATA MU
paboTa 1o npeacTaBeHaTa Tema, 3alllUTeHa KaTo JucepTanuoHeH Tpya npe3 2013 1. B cexuus
,2Hymusmaruka u enurpapuka” kxbM HAVM — BAH npex Hay4Ho Xypu B cbeTaB: T mpod.
n.u.H. UBan Kapaiiotos, npod. a.u.H. Wns [Ipokonos, nou. n-p buctpa boxkosa, mom. a-p
Bunanumup Ilenues u gou. a-p Jouka Bianumuposa-Anamxosa.

3a OCBHIIECTBABAHETO HA TOBA M3CJIEBAHE B YACTHOCT U HA LSVIOCTHUTE MM 3aHUMAaHUS B
o0yacTTa Ha HyMH3MaTHKaTa JIbJKa OrpoMHa OnarogapHocT Ha npod. a.u.H. Wns [Ipokomnos,
KOWTO OelIe ¥ CH OCTaBa IIbPBUAT MU YUUTEN B Ta3U HEJIEKa M HE TOJIKOBA MOMYJISIpHA MaTEePHsL.

Jbmxa 6maromapHoct Ha konerute or PUM ,,Akan. ﬁopﬂaH HBanoB” — KrocTeHauma, KakTo
U Ha HeroBus AupekTop Banentun /leGoumuku 3a mopkpemnara mpu MOATrOTOBKAaTa Ha MOSITa
JcepTalus U NMPeJ0OCTaBeHaTa MU Bb3MOXKHOCT J1a 5 ITyOJIMKyBaM.

ITpu cebupaneTo Ha HHPOPMALIUATA 32 KOJIEKTUBHUTE U €AMHUYHUTE MOHETHU HAXOAKH OT
T'opaoro u Cpennoro TedeHue Ha peka CTpyma HoIydux O€3KOpHUCTHA IOMOI] OT KOJIETUTE B
PUM - Ilepuuk, PUM — Bnaroesrpan, AM — Cannancku u UM — [lerpud. 3a Bb3MOXKHOCTTA
na pabots ¢ MaTepuanu ot GOHJOBETE Ha My3eHuTe UckaM Ja Onarogaps Ha EmMunus Bennnosa
(mupexrop nHa PUM — Ilepuuk B nepuona 2010-1016 r.), Bacunka Bnagumuposa-IlayHnosa (ap-
xeonor B PUM — Ilepuuk), Maprapura AnioHoBa (Kypatop Ha Hymusmaruunus ¢poun 8 PUM
— bnaroesrpan), Bmagumup IletkoB (qupekrop Ha AM — Canpanckn) u a-p Cotup MBaHoB (1u-
pekrop Ha UM — Iletpuu). brnarogapst Ha nouent Biaaaumupoa-Amaakosa 3a NpeaocTaBeHara
Mu nHpopMmarus 3a Haxoaku ot Gouaa Ha HAVUM — BAH u HanbTCTBUSTA IPU MOATOTOBKATA
Ha n3cnenBaHero. Ilpu uHTEpIIpeTanusaTa Ha APXEOIOTHYECKUTE (PaKTH OCHOBHA MOKPETIA 110-
nayuux ot 1-p Becenka Kanaposa.

be3 noxkpenara Ha Te3u X0pa, KAKTO U HA CEMEMCTBOTO MM, TO3H TPYX HE OM OWI Bb3MO-
HKEH.

bnarogaps!
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BbBEJAEHHUE

MOTHUBHU 3A U350P HA TEMA:

Temara Ha TOBa M3ClEJBaHE € MPOJMKTYBaHA OT OFPOMHOTO KOJIMYECTBO HEMyOIHKYBaH
HyMU3MaTH4eH MaTtepHuai oT nepuoza kpas Ha III — kpast Ha V B., cbXpaHsBaH B HyMHU3MaTHY-
HuTe GonnoBe Ha My3eute oT lOrozanaana bearapus. [IpeoGnaaasamiara 4acT OT Te3U MOHe-
TH ca NMPUIOOUTH BCIIEACTBUE HA apXEOJIOTMYECKH MPOYUYBAHUS U ca OOBbP3aHU C KOHKPETEH
apXe0oJI0rM4eCcKy KOHTEKCT. KOJIEKTUBHUTE MOHETHH HAXOJKH ¥ €IUHUYHNUTE MOHETH, 3a€THO C
apXxeoJIOTUYECKUTE JaHHU M UCTOPUYECKHUTE U3BOPH, J1aBaT lIeHHA MH(POPMAaLUs 3a NUKOHOMHU-
YEeCKOTO pa3BUTHE B pallOHAa M OCHOBHUTE MOJIUTUYECKH CHOUTHS, MOBIHSIN BEPXY MOHETHATa
LUPKYJIaLHys.

Jlo BpeMeTo Ha MpescTaBsiHe Ha HacToslara padoTa HsAMa M3BECTEH NPEAJIOKEH TPYA C
oJI00Ha TeMaTHKa.

XpoHOJIOrMYeCKUTe paMKu Mexay kpas Ha Il — kpast Ha V Bek ce ocHOBaBaT Ha 00110Ba-
JUJTHU JJATUPOBKU B aHTHYHATA MCTOPHUS ¥ HYMH3MAaTHKa U HAII'BJIHO OTIOBapsAT Ha Npoduia Ha
HYMHU3MaTUYHUS MaTepuai, 00eKT Ha U3CIIEABAHETO.

IIpoMeHeHUTE MOIMTUYECKN M UIKOHOMUYECKH YCIOBHsI B cpeniata u kpas Ha III B. Hanarat
KOpPEHHHU NPOMEHH B opranuszanusara Ha Pumckara umnepus. C pedpopmute Ha umn. J{noxsieru-
aH (284-305 r.) mpukiIroYBa T. Hap. cUcTeMa Ha ,,[I[pyHIKMIaTa” ¥ 3aM0uBa MOCIETHUAT eTar OT
passutreTo Ha PuMckara umnepus — ,,JlomnHarst”. Criara ce 1 Ha4aJl0ToO Ha IIPOLECA Ha OKOH-
YaTeJIHOTO pa3elisiHe Ha uMIepusaTa Ha M3touna u 3anagHa. CtaOunu3upaHeTo Ha UMIEpUsITa
MHUHaBa IIpe3 aJMUHHUCTPAaTHUBHA U BOCHHA pEOpraHu3alys. 3a€lIHO C aAMMHHCTpaTUBHATA U
BOEHHAaTa pedopma, uMmreparop JuokneTnan cu nocras 3a 3ajaya J1a CTabMIIN3Upa MOHETHa-
Ta CUCTEMa M NpoBexkaa npe3 294 r. MoHeTHa pedopMma, KOATO ONpeAess U JIoJHaTa rpaHula
Ha u3cieABaHeTo. [opHaTa XpoHOIOrnyecka rpaHuia € cbo0pa3eHa ¢ MoHeTHara pedopma Ha
umn. AHactacuii ot 498 1., KOATO IPOMEHsI OPOH30BOTO MOHETOCEUEHE U OCTaBsl HAYAJIOTO Ha
Buszanrtuiickara HyMU3MaTHKa.

TepuropuaHuUAT 00XBaT Ha M3CJIEBAHETO BKIIOYBA 30HATa Ha chbBpeMeHHa FOrosaman-
Ha bwarapus. LlenTpanno mscto cpea Gpu3uKo-reorpa)CKuTe XapakTepUCTUKU Ha paiioHa e
BoZlocOOpHara 30Ha Ha p. Ctpyma (aHT. Strymon), KaKTO ¥ IPOXOAUTE U MOPEUYHsITa Ha HAKOU
MIO-MaJIKA PEKU, OCBILECTBABAIIY Bpb3KaTa C JAOJMHUATE Ha pekute J[kepmaHn, ['opna Mecra
(anT. Nestus), Bapnap (ant. Axios), Mopasa (anT. Brongus), Ctpymemnuna u bperannuna.
B Tpyna e BxiroueHa nHpopManus 32 KbCHOAHTUUHUTE MOHETU OT KOJEKTHBHU HAXOAKH M
apXeoJIOTUYECKH 00EKTH, KOUTO IOKPUBAT TEPUTOPUATA HA ChbBpeMeHHaTa [lepHuika obnacr,
paifonute Ha KrocTteHnuickara KOTiaoBUHA ¢ LeHTbp aHTH4Ha [laytanus (Kroctenaun), reo-
rpadckute odnactu Ha Krocrennmnckoro Kpaume, [Tusuen n Kamenuna, Pazmeranuna, ['opHo
nosie (c uenTbp CanapeBa 6aHsi, anTuyHara ['epmaniist), JlonHo nose (¢ KoueprunoBo u paiiona
Ha bnaroesrpan), CpeqHOCTpYMCKHSI pETHOH ¢ aHTUYHUTE rpajose npu Cangancku u [lerpuy.

Ot nonuTHKO-reorpadcka renHa Touka [OpHOCTPYMCKUST PEervoH ce sBsBa Hail-3amaj-
HaTa yacT Ha npoBuHIMA Tpakus 1o Bropara nojosuHa Ha III B., a cien anMuHUCTpaTUBHUTE
pedopmu Ha KbcHaTa umnepus € BKIIOYEH B FPaHULMTE HAa NMpoBUHLMSA Bbrpemna Jlakus, B
KOSATO Bin3aT rpajackure repuropuu Ha Cepauka (Codus), [ayranus (Krocrenann), ['epmanris
(Canapesa 6anst), Haiicoc (Hum, Perryonuka Cop6usi) u Pemecuana (bena nananka, PermyOmnu-
ka Cppbus). Tepuropusita Ha Cpenna Ctpyma cien 45 I. (Cbh31aBaHETO Ha MPOBUHIMS Tpakust)
70 Bropara rnosiopuHa Ha III B. ce siBsiBa ceBepon3TOuHaTa yacT Ha npoBuHIUs Maxkenonus (Mc-
topust Ha bwnrapus 1979, 290). Caen anmunuctpatuBHuTe pedopmu ot kpas Ha I1I u Havanoro
Ha [V B. mpu umneparopute J(uoknernan (284-305 .) u Koncrantun I (306-337 1.) 3emuTte no
Cpennoto Teuenue Ha p. CTpyMma BiIM3aT B TEPUTOpUSATA HA JuoLe3 MakeOHMsI, KBJETO ca Te-
PUTOPUUTE HA KbCHOAHTUYHUTE IpajioBe pu qHemHuTe Cannancku u [letpud (eorc.: Kapma I).
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HEJIN HA TPYJIA:

* U3BBpIIBaHE Ha 00CTOEH aHaIu3 Ha MH(pOpMANMATA, EKCLEPIUpaHa OT HyMU3MaTHu4-
HUS MaTepHal oT nepuoja Ha KbcHara aHTHYHOCT OT Tepuropusita Ha [opHa u Cpenna
Crpyma;

* Ha 0a3ara Ha cbOpaHus, aHAIKM3UPAH U 0000IIEH HyMU3MAaTHYEeH MaTepual Aa ce u3-
BBPIIIN CUHTE3, AaBalll HAa U3CJICABAHETO IPUHOCEH XapaKTep;

* Jace MpeICTaBU IIbJHA KApTUHA HA MOHETHATA LIUPKYJIAIUS KaTo MPSIKO OTPaKEHUE HA
o0IIeCTBEHHS U MTOJUTHYECKUS KUBOT Ha o0nacTTa npe3 nepuoga Ha KbcHara antuy-
HOCT.

OCHOBHM 3A/1AYH:

* Ja ce HampaBH 00CTOEH Ipervie] Ha KOJCKTUBHUTE MOHETHU HaXOAKH U MOHETHH KOM-
IIJIEKCH;

* [PUOPUTETHT Ja CE IIOCTABU BbPXY HAMEPEHUTE IIPU PEIOBHU apXEOJIOTMUECKU IIPOYY-
BaHUs MOHETH;

* J1a ce Mpe/CTaBHU XapaKTepPHCTUKA HA MOHETHATA LU PKYJIAIHs U HTApUYHOTO OOpaIieHue
ot kpas Ha III 1o xpast Ha V B. B U3CieABaHNs PaliOH.

KonkpeTHHTE 3a/1auu, KOUTO MIPOU3IMU3AT OT TaKa OCTaBEHaTa TeMa, ca:

1. Jla ce chOepe MakCUMAaITHO ITbJIHA WH(POPMALIUS 32 U3BECTHUTE OT JIMTEPATypaTa KbC-
HOAHTHUYHU MOHETHU U KOJIEKTUBHM MOHETHM HAaXOJKU, HAMEPEHHU Ha TepuTtopusra Ha FOrosa-
najaHa bearapus;

2. OOeKTHBHO U H3uepraTeaHo 00o0IIeHne Ha MpUIo0uTaTa OT MPOYUYBAHETO HA HYMM3-
MaTUYHUA MaTepuan HHPOpMaIUs 32 KOJIWYECTBEHOTO ChOTHOILIEHUE HAa IUPKYIUPATUTE MO-
HETH B OTJEITHH MOANEPUOIH B PAMKHTE Ha 3a/1aJICHUsI XPOHOJIOTHUECKHA 00XBaT U BPEMETO Ha
HaTPYIBAHETO UM;

3. Ilpernen Ha HUPKYIMPAINTE MOHETHU HOMHUHAJIH;

4. Upes ananu3 Ha cChOpaHUs EMIIMPUUEH MaTepHall 1a CE XapaKTepu3nupa ChbOTHOIICHHUE-
TO MEXAY MOCTHIIMINTE B PA3IICKIaHATA TEPUTOPHSI MOHETH OT Pa3IMUYHUTE MOHETAPHUIIM Ha
KbcHara Pumcka umnepus;

5. Bw®b3 ocHOBaTa Ha KOJEKTHMBHUTE MOHETHH HaXOAKH U MOHETHH KOMIUIEKCH OT apXeo-
JOrMYECKUTE NMPOYUYBAHUS B pallOHA Jja C€ MPOCIEAST XPOHOIOTHYECKH OCHOBHUTE MOTUTHYE-
CKHU CBhOUTHSA, JOBENIU J0 TIXHOTO Tpe3opupane. Pesynrarure ot npoyuBaHusTa B 001acTTa Ha
HyMHU3MAaTHKaTa Mpe3 pa3miexaaHus nepuo Aa ObJar N3Moa3BaHu KaTo JOMbIHUTEIEH Kope-
KTUB Ha JJAaHHUTE OT IMCMEHUTE U3BOPH U Jla IOMOTHAT 3a N3pab0TBaHE HA XPOHOJIOTUYECKH
penepu ¢ BCHUKUTE YCIOBHOCTH, IPOU3TUYALIH OT TOBA.

METOIU HA U3CJIEIBAHE:
OCHOBHUTE U3CIIEOBATEIICKH METOH, KOUTO T0JI3Ba aBTOPBT, Ca:

e OO0mm MeTonH: 0000IIEHNE, aHAJIOT U, aHAJIN3 U CUHTES;

* YacTHU MeTOIU: HAOIIOIEHUE, CPAaBHEHHE U OITMCAHHE.

W3cnenBanero € BbpXy KOHKPETEH HyMHM3MaTHUEH MarepHajl, KOWTO oOXBala eiHa OIl-
pelneneHa TepUTOpuUs, KOETO OMpeieist U XPOHOIOTUYecKara MoCIeI0BaTEIHOCT Ha IJIaBHTE.
Meroaute Ha paboTa 1 HAYMHBT Ha MPEACTABIHE B roJiIMaTa CH YacT ca NPeAONpeaeIeHH OT
XapakTepa, BUJa U JOCThIa 1O Marepuaia u myonukanuure. O60cobeHu ca J1Ba mojapaiioHa
— Teputopusta Ha opna Ctpyma oT u3Bopute 1 BbB Burtoma no Kpecnenckoro aeduine u
Cpenna Crpyma, 3akiroueHa Mexxay KpecneHnckoro neduiie u Pynenckust mpojioM 10 rpaHu-
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nara ¢ Penyonuka I'sprust. TesxecTTa € moctaBeHa BbpXy MOHETHATA UPKYJIAlMS B aHTHYHA
[TayTanus — oCHOBHMSI IpajICKU LIEHTHP B U3CJIE€BaHaTa TepUTOpUs. [ paabT € BaskeH aAMUHU-
CTPAaTUBEH U CTONAHCKU LIEHTHP, Pa3IoJIOKEH HA TOJISIM KPbCTOIBT, KbAETO €IHAKBO CUIJIHO CE
ycCellaT TeHEHIIMUTE KaKTO OT 3alajHara, Taka 1 oT MI3TouHara yacT Ha UMIIEpUsTa.

N3cnenBanusATa, KOUTO CE OTHACAT 3a ApYyru paiionu oT KecHara Pumcka ummnepus, ca us-
MI0JI3BaHM OCHOBHO 3a H(pOpMalus U KaTo 6a3a 3a CpaBHEHHE.

3a OCBILIECTBABAHE HA LEJINUTE U 3aJaUYUTE€ HA MU3CIICABAHETO Ca M3IOJI3BAaHU MOHETH OT
¢donnosere Ha PUUM — [lepuuk, PUM — Kroctennun, PUM — brnaroesrpan, TAM — Cannancku,
I'M - Iletpuy, I'IM — Jlynauna. B nucepraunonnus Tpyn ca BkiaroueHu 11 184 xbcHO-
AHTUYHU MOHETH OT 47 KOJEKTHBHU HAXOJIKHU M apXeOJOTHYECKH OOEKTH, KAaKTO M €AMHUYHU
€K3EMIUIIPU C TOYHO MECTOHAMHUpaHE. 3a M3CJIEBAHETO Ha LIMPKYJAlUATa Ha KbCHOAHTHY-
HuTe MoHeTH B [layTanus ca M3MON3BaHU JaHHUTE OT 9 KOJIEKTMBHM MOHETHM Haxoldku u 11
apXxeoJIoTH4ecKu 00eKTa, KOUTO ca MOAOPaHH TakKa, 4e JAa MOKPUAT XapMOHUYHO M3CIIE/IBaHATa
TEPUTOPHUS U J1a AaJaT Hali-IIbJIHA IPEACTaBa 332 MOHETHATa LIMpKyaanus. MOHETUTE OT poyd-
BaHMATa Ha XbiMa Kpakpa, kB. ,,bena Bona”, c. Kpanes non (Ilepuuk), obexr ,Ilonuxnnauka”
(Kroctenami), o0ekT ,,Mmuanexku qom” (CaHmaHcku), MEIHHUK UM KOJICKTUBHATa HAaXOJKa OT
Krocrenaun, Hamepena npe3 1933 r.,, ca npeacTaBeHH 1O MyOIMKALUUTE UM. 32 IBJIHOTA HA U3-
CJICZIBAHETO € M0JI3BaHa HH(POPMALIMATA 32 HAMEPEHHU KOJICKTUBHA MOHETHHU HAXOJIKH, OTPa3eHa
B Bronetunute Ha ApXeoJ0oruyecKusi UHCTUTYT U CII. ,,ApXe0JIorus ‘.
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COINS AND COIN CIRCULATION IN THE LATE ANTIQUITY (294-498) IN THE
UPPER AND MIDDLE COURSE OF STRUMA RIVER
(ABSTRACT)

The analyses in the current study are made on the basis of investigation and identification
of 11 184 late ancient coins from hoards and single specimens from archaeological sites of
exact site-find. The investigated territory includes the Upper and Middle course of Struma river
(ancient Strymon), as well as passes and valleys of some smaller rivers reaching the valleys
of rivers Dzherman, Upper Mesta (ancient Nestus), Vardar (ancient Axios), Morava (ancient
Brongus), Strumeshnitza and Bregalnitza. The considered late ancient coins of 47 hoards and
archaeological sites cover the territory of present day Pernik region, the areas of Kjustendil
valley centred around ancient Pautalia (Kjustendil), geographical regions of Kraishte, Piyanetz
and Kamenitza, Gorno Pole (with its centre Sapareva Banya, ancient Germania), Dolno Pole
(with Kocherinovo and Blagoevgrad), and the Middle Struma region with the ancient towns
near Sandanski and Petrich. A central place in the study takes coin circulation in Pautalia,
the main urban centre in the studied territory. The town is an important administrative and
economic centre situated at major crossroads where trends of both western and eastern parts of
the empire are equally felt.

Politically and geographically the Upper Struma region represented the most western part of the
province of Thrace until the second half of 3rd century, while after the administrative reforms
of the Late Empire it was incorporated in the boundaries of the province of Dacia Mediterranea,
which comprised the urban areas of Serdica (Sofia), Pautalia (Kyustendil), Germania (Sapareva
Banya), Naissus (Nish, Republic of Serbia) and Remessiana (Bela Palanka, Republic of Serbia).
The territory of Middle Struma after 45 AD (when the province of Thrace was established and
its southern part, until then belonging to the province of Macedonia, was joined to it) until the
second half of 3rd century represented the north-eastern part of the province of Macedonia.
After Emperor Diocletian’s (284-305) and Emperor Constantine’s (306-337) administrative
reforms in the late 3rd and early 4th century the lands along the Middle course of Struma river
were included in the territory of Macedonia diocese with its main town Thessalonica, where the
areas of the late ancient towns near today’s Sandanski and Petrich are also situated. A central
place among physical-geographical features of the studied region is taken by Struma river and
its basin, together with its adjoining valleys.

In the region there was a well developed and organized road network of main and secondary roads
facilitating contacts among urban centres and other settlements. Main roads of interprovincial
importance passed through the region having considerable significance in shaping the road
network in the studied region: the Serdica — Pautalia — Stobi road; the road along the Struma
valley from Serdica through Middle Struma region to the Aegean coast, joining Via Egnatia at
Amphipolis; and the road connecting Pautalia through Germania to Philippopolis, as well as

a number of other secondary routes. By their status the archaeological sites whose coins have
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been included in the study are of various character:
» the main urban centre of Pautalia: its urban territory comprises most of the studied

region (without the Middle Struma course) until the end of the 3rd century;

Y

the late ancient town of Germania near Sapareva Banya;

Y

ancient and late ancient towns near today’s Sandanski and Petrich;
> late ancient settlements — sites in the village of Bosnek; the settlement on the hill of
Krakra; Golemo Selo, Dupnitza region; Laskarevo village; Karnalovo village, Petrich

region;

Y

villas — the sites in Bela Voda district of Pernik and in Kralev Dol village;
> late ancient fortresses — by Sushitza village, Kyustendil region; Dolno Tzerovo village,
Blagoevgrad region;

» marketplaces — the sites in Arbanas district of Radomir and Barakovo district in the

town of Kocherinovo;

» necropoli — a coin hoard from the village of Nedelkova Grashtitza, Kyustendil region,

Loven Dom (Hunting Lodge) and Grobnitza Mavzolei (Tomb Mausoleum) in Sandanski;

» sanctuaries — the site in Tzarkva (Church) district in the town of Pernik;

» basilicas — in the district of Strumsko in Blagoevgrad and in Mikrevo village.

The coin hoards of the villages of Drumohar, Mazarachevo and Marvodol could be localized
to some extent conditionally due to the manner of their acquisition. Late ancient settlements
and fortifications have been recorded near all three present day villages. The objects considered
are consistently distributed in the studied territory and give a good idea of the coin circulation
and the spread of different types of coins. Data from 9 coin hoards and 11 archaeological sites,
as well as single coins of known site-find, have been used in the study of late ancient coin
circulation in Pautalia. For the sake of completeness, information about discovered coin hoards
published in the Bulletins of the Archaeological Institute and the Archaeology journal has also
been used.

From the 11 184 investigated late ancient coins from the Upper and Middle course of Struma
river, 4642 coins have been deciphered according to the preserved images and inscriptions on
the obverses, and 6381 coins - according to the types represented on the reverses.

The images on the coin obverses and reverses are discussed in the numismatic literature and
follow the principles of late ancient minting. The trend of successive dominating types on the
coin reverses, set ultimately by Constantine I (306-337) after 324 AD, facilitates dating and
conclusions regarding the chronology of events.

On the basis of the considered coins, in the images and inscriptions of some specimens have
been established new points not covered in the literature so far:

» On coins of Maximian Herculius (286-310) from the site in Arbanas district of the
town of Radomir, of the type CONCORDIA MILI/TVM with an image of the emperor
and Jupiter, cat. NeNe 31 and 34, produced in the mint of Heraclea in 295-296, the
inscription on the obverse is IMP C MA MAXIMIANVS PF AVG, in contrast to the one
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representative of this type, mint and minting period — IMP C MA VAL MAXIMIANVS
PF AVG.

» On a coin of Emperor Constantine I from the coin hoard from the Middle course of
Struma river, cat. Ne 207, of the type IOVI CONSERVATORI AVGG NN, produced in
312-301 in the second (B) officina of Thessalonica mint, the image on the obverse is a
head of the emperor with a laurel wreath. According to the information given in RIC VI
about Constantine I’s minting, the second officina of Thessalonica mint produced coins
with an obverse image representing a bust of the emperor with a laurel wreath, a chain
armour and a mantle.

» The obverse of a coin of Emperor Licinius (308-324), cat. Ne90 of the coin hoard from
the village of Karnalovo, Petrich region, of the type GENIO AVGVSTI, minted in 309-
311 in the Siscia mint, features a bust of Licinius with a laurel wreath, a chain armour
and a mantle. According to information in RIC VI, the obverse of the coin must feature
a head of the emperor with a laurel wreath. Evidently both versions were minted in the
Siscia mint.

» A coin of Emperor Theodosius I (379-395) from the site of Dom na politicheskata
prosveta (Political Education House) in Kyustendil, cat. Ne872, has a votive inscription
on its reverse reading VOT X MVLT XV. It was minted in the Aquileia mint. According
to RIC VIII and LRBC, this type of coins were minted only for Valentinianus II, but as
our coin shows, such mintings exist also for Theodosius .

» A coin of Emperor Honorius (393-423) from a coin hoard from Kyustendil, cat. Ne1059,
of the type Cross in a Laurel Wreath and an inscription CONCORDIA AVG on the
reverse, minted in the Constantinople mint in 402-408, is a version of the one described
in LRBC under No2209. On the coin referred in LRBC the inscription combination on
the obverse and reverse is DN HONORI/VS PF AVG / CONCOR/DIA AVG. On our
coin the inscriptions read: DN HONORIVS PF AVG/ CONCORDIA AVG.

» The reverse of a coin of Emperor Marcianus (450-457) from the coin hoard of the
village of Bosnek, cat. Ne1179, of the Constantinople mint, features a cross in a wreath.
On its obverse a part of the emperor’s name can be read (DN MAR...) which leaves no
doubt in its belonging. Copper coins with such an image are typical of Theodosius II’s
minting and in rarer cases — of Valentinianus III’s. Probably, our coin was minted at
the very beginning of Marcianus’ rule using a coin core of a coin of his predecessor —
Theodosius II.

A contribution of the this study is the identification of new versions in the images and inscriptions
of coins.Seven of the Upper and Middle Struma river coins studied here are barbarian imitations
of Constantine I’s coins of the type VICTORIAE LAET/AE/ PRINC PERP, with an image of
two Victorias standing, holding a shield with an inscription VOT PR on an altar, in different
stages of barbarization. This coin type is typical of the period 318-319 AD and was minted in

western and central mints; in the Balkans the Siscia specimens are mainly found. The minting
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of these imitations is almost simultaneous with the originals and is work of German tribes.
In a great part of these coins the legends on the obverse and reverse are depicted through
indistinct characters, while the representation of goddesses is so schematic as to be difficult
to be recognized. The coins were found in Kyustendil (2), the Arbanas district of Radomir
town (3), Tarzhishteto (The Marketplace) in the district of Barakovo in Kocherinovo (1) and
the village of Gabene, Petrich region (1). The weights of these coins are in the range of one
standard deviation, tending to decrease. Apparently these coins were circulating freely together
with their prototypes, as can be seen by their presence in coin hoards and archaeological sites

of different character.

NOMINALS:

The review of the late ancient coins from the above mentioned coin complexes and coin hoards
shows definitive domination of bronze nominals. The Upper and Middle Struma region in
the 4th and the 5th centuries was far from the borders of the empire, lacking heavy military
units in its territory, and as gold was used basically for legionaries’ salaries and payment of
contributions, the relatively small amount of golden coins about which there is information
seems natural. At the same time bronze nominals were typical of daily commercial relations.
According to published information, six coin hoards containing golden coins were found in
the region: in Zidini area, Bazovitza village, Kyustendil region — 1 coin of Emperor Leo I’s
(457-474), 3 coins of Emperor Zeno (474-491) and 1 coin of Emperor Anastasius (491-518);
in Kyustendil — 3 solidi of Honorius (393-423) and 7 solidi of Theodosius II (402-450); near
the village of Goz, Breznik region, under St. Peter peak — 8 solidi of Leo I (457-474); in 1958
at Sapareva Banya in a scree in the forest — 3 solidi of Leo I (457-474); the hoard of 50 golden
coins found around Kyustendil — 1 coin of Emperor Honorius (393-423), 48 coins of Emperor
Theodosius (402-450) and 1 coin of Eudoxia (the wife of Emperor Arcadius); and the last
coin hoards — at Vrachane station, Blagoergrad region, containing 5 golden coins of Emperors
Constantine (306-337), Gratianus (367-383) and Theodosius (379-395).

A solidus of Emperor Theodosius (379-395), weighing 4.50 g, was found in Kyustendil. A
golden coin — solidus of Emperor Arcadius (383-408), weighing 4.60 g, was found between
the villages of Vaksevo and Tishanovo, Kyustendil region. The coin hoard from the village
of Bolsnek, Pernik region, contains apart from 511 copper coins also a solidus of Emperor
Theodosius II, weighing 4.40 g. A golden coin — a tremissis of Emperor Zeno (474-491),
weighing 1.50 g, came from the village of Zidartzi, Pernik region. A golden coin — a tremissis of
Emperor Valentinianus III (425-455) came from Kostovo Orniche area in the lands belonging to
the village of Chernichene. Its weight is 1.41 g. A solidus of Emperor Leo I (457-474) minted
in 462-466 in the Constantinople mint was found in the Drene area in the lands belonging to
the village of Krupnik. This solidus weighs 4.35 g. The weights of the above mentioned golden
coins are in the range of the standard deviation of the 4.55 g standard introduced by Constantine

the Great; the same holds true about other solidi and their subdivisions, as well as about coin

267



weight control standards.

The silver coins are two: a silver coin of Emperor Diocletianus (384-305) minted in 295 came
from the village of Laskarevo, and a siliqua of Emperor Jovianus (363-364) came from the
basilica in the Strumsko district in Blagoevgrad.

Small nominals — a half of follis and the so called £3 and £4 — dominate among the bronze
coins. The number of heavy pre-reform folles (minted before the first reduction of 307 AD) is
30 and they were found in Pautalia (3 coins); the sanctuary in Daskalovo (2 coins); in Arbanas
(9 coins); in the fortress of Krakra hill near Pernik (1 coin from the archaeological campaign
0f 2002-2003); the basilica in Strumsko (1 coin); the sites of Poshta (Post Office) (1 coin) and
Loven Dom (5 coins) in the town of Sandanski. Eight pre-reform folles came from the region
of Petrich town, 4 of them — from the coin hoard from the village of Karnalovo, while 4 others
lacking precise site-finds were from the region of the ancient town in the Kozhuh area.

An coin hoard of 32 late ancient copper and silver-plated coins — folles and half folles, 8 of
which minted before the follis reductions of 307 AD — was found in 2001 near an ancient
tumular necropolis at the village of Krivonos, Breznik region.

More substantial is the presence of folles minted in the period between 307 and 313 AD. Their
number is 213 in total — 65 of them from the Middle Struma coin hoard; 52 from the hoard at
the village of Karnalovo; 41 from the late ancient town near Sandanski; 20 from the sanctuary
in Daskalovo; 17 from the archaeological sites in Kyustendil (ancient Pautalia); 15 from the
marketplace in Arbanas; 7 from the village of Laskarevo; 3 each from the coin hoards in the
villages of Lilyach and Nedelkova Grashtitza, both in Kyustendil region, and from the Petrich
region; 2 each from the settlement at Golemo Selo, the marketplace in Kocherinovo and the
ancient town at Rupite village; 1 each from the villa at Kralev Dol and from Melnik. Until
346/348 AD (monetary reform of Constantius II and Constans), most of the coins are fractions
of the follis and coins minted after the denominations of 318 and 330 AD.

Relatively small is the number of coins of A2 nominal, minted in the period 348-354 AD, after
the reform of Constans and Constatius II. Specimens of this heavy nominal have been recorded
in Pautalia (11 coins); the sanctuary in Daskalovo (3 coins of Constantius II); the marketplace
in Arbanas (6 coins of Constantius II and 3 coins of Constantius Gallus); the coin hoard from
the village of Lilyach (one coin of Constantius II); Germania (also one coin of Constantius II);
the marketplace at Kocherinovo (28 coins of the different versions of FEL TEMP REPARATIO
type); the coin hoard from the region of Sandanski town (1 coin of Constans); the Poshta site in
Sandanski (3 coins of Constantius II); and from the region of Petrich (1 coin of Constantius II).
Of the big nominal introduced by Julian II in 361 AD 9 coins have been found (one each from
the finds in the villa in Kralev Dol, at the settlement on the Krakra hill and from the region of
Petrich, and two each from the finds in Kyustendil, Daskalovo and Kocherinovo).

The coins of £2 nominal from the period 364-395 AD are 41: from Kyustendil (4); the villa
at Kralev Dol (1); the marketplace in Arbanas (5); Krakra fortress (1); the coin hoard from the
village of Lilyach (7); the site at Golyamo Selo (4); the marketplace in Kocherinovo (15); the
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fortress at the village of Dolno Tzerovo (1); the Poshta site in Sandanski (3) and Petrich town (1).
The rest of the coins are exclusively of £3 and A4 nominals, and after 395 AD, in agreement
with the Theodosius I’s law, they are the only bronze coins minted. In 408 AD the weight of
the coins of A3 nominal is reduced and practically only bronze coins of A4 nominal were
circulating on the market in the 5th century.

Of the considered coin hoards which were hoarded after 395 AD, coins of A2 nominal minted
in the period 348-395 AD were present only in the hoards from Lilyach and Sapareva Banya,
as well as in the hoards from the sites at Mladezhki Dom (Youth House), Hudozhestvena
Galeria (Art Gallery) and Poliklinika 2. Despite Theodosius II’s decree of 395 AD, usage of this
nominal continued. The coins in the coin hoards from the ancient Pautalia, Bosnek, Marvodol,
Drumohar, Mazarachevo, Suchitza and Kyustendil region are of £3 and A4 nominals, with a
prevalence of the smaller nominal. The situation with the hoards from the village of Nedelkova
Grashtitza and the fortress at the village of Dolno Tzerovo is a little different. The first coin
hoard was placed as a burial offering and is of terminus post quem 335 AD. The same is the
situation with the coin hoard from the necropolis at the village of Zabel, Tran region, which
contains 16 copper and silver-plated billon coins — folles and their fractions from the period
313-324AD. The hoard from Dolno Tzerovo is more compact, spanning the period 341/346-
378 AD and is of terminus post quem 378 AD. Both hoards lack small nominal coins from the
late 4th century.

MINTS:
Mint marks are preserved on 1725 coins, 339 of them being minted in western and central
workshops of the empire, 1386 — in Balkan and eastern mints. According to the relevant mints

these coins are distributed in the following way:

From West and Central Europe:
e Siscia—233;
e Rome - 62;
® Aquileia — 23;

® Ticinium — 8§;
® Arles-5;
® Trier—5;

e [ugdunum 3.

From the Balkans:
e Thessalonica — 547;
e Constantinople — 220;
e Heraclea —202;

e Sirmium — 14;
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e Serdica—2.
From Asia:

e Cyzicus —251;

e Nicomedia — 92;

e Antioch —41.
From North Africa:

e Alexandria—17.
With the centre of the Roman empire moved east and especially after the establishment of the
new capital of Constantinople, the prevalence along the Upper and Middle Struma course of
coins minted in Balkan and Asia Minor mints is only to be expected.
Similar proportion is typical of the teritorry of modern Bulgaria and is evidenced by the
investigation of the coins from Odartzi village (58 to 10 coins, the better part being from
Constantinople and Cyzicus workshops); Koprivlen village (25 to 2, the better part being coins
minted in Constantinople); Roman village, Sofia region (122 to 38, with the Thessalonica and
Constantinople coins prevailing); the necropolis of Augusta Traiana (209 coins, with none from
the central or western mints); the coin hoard from Ticha Dam; Marcianopolis (42 to 3); Pleven
— ancient Storgosia; Ulpia Oescus; Kazachevo village, Lovech region, etc.
The coin distribution principle in territories close to working mints is also seen in coin hoards
and coin complexes from other parts of the Roman empire. In the coin hoards from the ancient
theatre in Stobi and from Tzarvulevo village, Shtip region in the Republic of North Macedonia,
dominate coins minted in the mints of the prefecture of Illyricum, with those from Thessalonica
prevailing. In the coin hoards from Golyamo Gradishte (ancient Pincum) in North Serbia on the
Danube river, Viminacium (with terminus post quem 375 AD), Chukaritsa, Belgrade region, the
coins from Siscia and Thessalonica prevail. In another coin hoard of Constans and Constantius
IT from Viminacium the coins from Thessalonica dominate, followed by those from Siscia. In
the hoard from the village of Miokus on the Sava river, Northwest Serbia, close to Sremska
Mitrovitsa (ancient Sirmium), the coins from Siscia and Thessalonica are 24 from each place,
followed by those minted in Sirmium — 22.
Generally, the coins minted in the Thessalonica mint which is also the closest one definitively
prevail in the studied territory. The presence of coins from distant coin workshops in West
Europe is typical for the beginning of the considered chronological period. An exception is the
mint in Rome whose coins minted in the period 408-455 AD are well represented in the region.
Similar is the situation with the coins from the coin hoard from the village of Brestovitza,
Plovdiv region, the coin hoard from the region of Shumen, the archaeological complex Yuzhen
Park (South Park) — Lozenetz. Although the Serdica mint is nearby, its coins are only 2. The
Serdica mint produced coins at the beginning of the considered period, from 303 to 308 AD, its
main purpose being minting golden and silver coins.
The coins from Siscia, situated in the central territories of the empire in Pannonia, are traditionally

well represented, especially in the period 364-378 AD, when the the mint was very active and
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four officinas were in operation. From 233 coins minted in Siscia in total, 102 are from the
period 364-378 AD. By the middle of the 4th century Dacia, Macedonia and Pannonia dioceses
made up the prefecture of Illyricum. The two active mints in the territory of the prefecture were
in Thessalonica and Siscia and it is their production that prevailed in the considered territory.
After the 420s the situation changed — the mint in Siscia ceased functioning. The considerable
presence of Cyzicus coins is directly related to its substantial bronze coin minting, especially
after 378 AD. The coins from Thessalonica, Heraclea, Constantinople and Nicomedia are in
general proportionally distributed relative to the total number of coins in the subperiods.

The investigation established some differences in the way mint marks and additional signs are
inscribed.

» In the coin complex from the site of Vzaimno uchilishte (Mutual School) there is one
posthumous coin minted in the Heraclea mint (cat. Ne353). In the LRBC the sign of the
Heraclea mint for this period is SMHA. On our coin behind the symbol of the officina
(A) there is a dot — SMHA-.

» Ona coin of Emperor Valens (364-378) from the coin hoard from the village of Lilyach,
of the type SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE with Victoria, cat. Ne 711, minted in the
Aquileia mint in 367-375 AD, the additional sign of the mint is a star in the right field
on the coin reverse. According to the LRBC Ne1033, the star is in the left field.

» A coin of Theodosius (379-395) from the coin hoard of the village of Lilyach, Kyustendil
region, of the type GLORIA ROMANORVM (the emperor with a labarum and a captive),
cat. Ne 881, was minted in the first officina of the Tessaloniki mint. According to LRBC,
the Tessaloniki mint minted these coins on behalf of Theodosius I in the second (B) and
fourth (A) officinas.

» A coin of Theodosius I from the coin hoard in Kyustendil of the type GLORIA
REIPVBLICE with a camp gate, cat. Ne 901, which was minted in the period 383-392
AD only in the Thessalonica mint, is minted in the third officina of the mint. According
to LRBC coins on behalf of Theodosius I were minted in the second (B) and the fourth
(A) officina. The third officina minted coins with the name of Arcadius. But the coin
under consideration shows that evidently coins with the name of Theodosius I were also
minted there.

» A coin of Theodosius II (402-450) from the coin hoard from the site of Dom na savetite
(Councils House) in Kyustendil, cat. Ne 1142, minted in the Nicomedia mint in the period
425-450 AD, belongs to the second (B) officina, in discrepancy with the information
given in LRBC, stating that the second Nicomedia officina minted coins until 408 AD.

» On coins of Theodosius II from the coin hoard from the site of Dom na savetite in
Kyustendil, cat. NeNe 1156 and 1157, and the hoard from the basilica in Mikrevo
village, cat.Ne 1158 of the type Cross in a Laurel Wreath, minted in the Cyzicus mint,
the preserved officina mark is B (second). According to the LRBC, in this period there

was one active officina in the Cyzicus mint, namely A, while the second officina ceased
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work in 425 AD.
The last two cases are not single phenomena and have been evidenced in other coins,
too.

» On coins of Emperor Marcianus (450-457) from the coin hoard from Bosnek village,
cat. Ne 1178, 1179, 1186, 1187, 1198, 1200, there is discrepancy between the monogram
types of the emperor and the mints where they were minted. According to the LRBC,
coins on behalf of Marcianus with monogram Ne § were not minted in the Thessalonica
mint, neither coins with monograms 5, 6 and 9 — in Constantinople, nor coins with

monogram 4 — in Nicomedia, but such coins are present in the hoard considered here.

CHRONOLOGY:

In most of the archaeological sites and coin hoards included in the study coins run smoothly
until the second half of the 5th century, outlining several events which influenced hoarding and
hiding of the hoards.

In 316 AD the First civil war between emperors Constantine (306-337) and Licinius (308-
324) broke out. After Constantine’s victory the whole western part of the Balkan peninsula
— Macedonia, Illyria, Dardania, Greece, parts of Moesia — was incorporated in his dominion.
In the Balkans only the province of Thrace remained in Licinius’ dominion. In two of the
presented coin hoards — from the village of Karnalovo, Petrich region, and from the Middle
course of Struma river — fermini post quem are the coins of Constantine I and Licinius I minted
in the period 313-317 AD. The latest coins in both hoards were minted before March 1, 317
AD, when with the end of the First civil war between Constantine I and Licinius I in Serdica the
two augusti proclaimed Constantine’s sons — Crispus (317-326) and Constantine Junior (317-
240) — and Licinius’ son — Licinius Junior (317-324) — caesars, confirming thereby hereditary
principle in transfer of power. Evidently, reverberation of military operations led to hiding a lot
of coin hoards: from Arnautovo village, Balchik, Bliznak village, Gita village, Nove (Svishtov
region), Razboyna village.

The coin hoards from the village of Dolno Tzerovo and the region of Sandanski town with
terminus post quem 378 AD can be related to the repercussions after the defeat and death of
Emperor Valens (364-378) at Odrin in 378 AD and the subsequent devastation of Thrace by the Goths.
As mentioned by Ammianus Marcellinus, “their ravages spread unpunished throughout the
breadth of Thrace”. Though the presence of coins from the period 383-395 AD (4 coins) in the
fortress at Dolno Tzerovo is evidence of its habitation at the very end of the 4th century. The
lack of coins from the 5th century suggests that it was not thoroughly rebuilt until the beginning
of the 6th century. In the territories around the present day towns of Pernik and Kyustendil, as
well as in the ancient Pautalia itself, the Goth wave from the late 370s seems not to have had
such an importance as evidenced by the lack of coin hoards and coin complexes ending by 378 AD.
The coin complex from the villa at Kralev dol ends by the beginning of the 5th century with

a coin of Emperor Arcadius and 5 indeterminate coins from the end of the 4th — 5th century.
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Investigators associate the destruction of the villa with the last waves of Goth invasions at the
end of the 4th century. More reasonable would be to move on the time of the villa destruction
to a little later period and to associate it with the first Hun invasions in the Balkans in 408
AD. Terminus post quem 408 AD defines the coin hoards from the Roman villa in the district
of Bela Voda, situated close to the villa from Kralev Dol. Also in Bela Voda one more late
ancient fortified villa has been examined and its destruction is dated at the beginning of the
5th century (the latest found coin is of Emperor Arcadius), followed by prompt rebuilding and
partial repairs. In the examination of an early Christian church, situated in the Koloto saddle
on the Karvavoto slope opposite Krakra, together with other finds a coin of Emperor Arcadius
(383-408) was found, which determined the time of destruction of the building — in the 5th
century. The same terminus post quem defines also the coin hoards from the House Nel of the
Architectural Complex at Golyamo Selo, Dupnitza region. The coin hoards of the Polyanski
Pat grounds in the village of Nedelkova Grashtitza ends with coins of Emperors Arcadius (383-
408) and Honorius (393-423).

Entirely different is the situation with the sanctuary at Daskalovo, as its destruction was brought
about by religious causes inherent to the empire. According to the numismatic material, the
destruction of the sanctuary could be assigned to the very end of the 4th century. Despite
early Christian penetration into the territory of Pautalia, where the sanctuary is situated, pagan
religion went on strong enough. The latest coins found in the sanctuary in Daskalovo were
minted in the period 383-395 AD — they are 159 in number. With such an amount of coins it
could not be claimed they happened to be there by chance or were thrown in there out of habit
after the sanctuary had been destroyed. In 392 AD Emperor Theodosius I issued his famous
Constantinople decree which “prohibited every display — both public and private — of pagan
cult”. After this act pagan religion was virtually banned. The time of destruction of Daskalovo
sanctuary has to be sought immediately after or around this event. The latest coins found by the
investigation of the Zeus and Hera sanctuary near the village of Kopilovtzi, Kyustendil region,
belong to the same period. These are coins of Valentinianus (375-392) — 16 coins, Theodosius I
(379-395) — 3 coins, Arcadius (383-408) — 2 coins.

Termini post quem of the coin hoards from the villages of Lilyach, Drumohar, Mazarachevo,
Sushitza, Marvodol, the town of Sapareva Banya, from the sites of Dom na savetite, from
excavations in Kyustendil, Hudozhestvena Galeria (Art Gallery), Mladezhki Dom (Youth
House), M. Shishman, and the coin hoard of solidi of Honorius and Theodosius II in Kyustendil,
are the coins of emperors Theodosius II and Valentinianus III minted in the period 425-450 AD
which link the causes for the hoards concealment to the 440s. Data from the above mentioned
archaeological sites in Kyustendil show that in six of them (Mladezhki Dom, Dom na savetite,
Hudozhestvena Galeria, Don na knigata, Dom na politicheskata prosveta, Dervish Banya) the
latest coins were minted again in the period 425-450 AD.

Coins from archaeological investigations in Sandanski town appear regularly and smoothly until

the middle of the 5th century, and then after an interruption of about 50 years coin circulation
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resumed at the beginning of the 6th century. In contrast to the situation in Pautalia, in the late
ancient town by Sandanski of the middle of the 5th century there are no records of brands and
destruction characteristic of an invasion.

Concerning coins from the Kocherinovo marketplace, the latest ones are again from the period
425-450. With the exception of probing explorations in Cheprashlako, the marketplace territory
has not been archaeologically explored, which prevents definitive conclusions.

Only one of the presented coin hoards has for terminus post quem coins of Emperor Marcianus
(450-457). That hoard lacks a precise site-find. Assuming the number of coins in the hoard is
correct, its concealment could be associated with the events from the beginning of Marcianus
rule — 451 AD, when the last invasion of Attila’s Huns in the Balkan provinces of the empire
came.

In the coin complexes from the explorations of the Krakra hill (including the coin hoard of
2002), Arbanas district and the coin hoard from Bosnek village, Pernik region, the latest coins
found belong to Leo I'’s rule (457-474). Considering also the above mentioned coin hoard of
gold coins from Goz village, Breznik region, the region of the present day town of Pernik was
affected by events which occurred during the rule of Leo L. In 466-467 the Huns led by Holmidak
crossed the Danube and reached south of it, having being held up only at Serdica. In 469 fierce
battles were fought at Serdica between empire’s Alan mercenaries with their leader Aspar and
the leader of Isaurians Tarasikodissa — the future emperor Zeno. Zeno was defeated and took
refuge behind the town walls. Proximity of Serdica to the territory of the above mentioned
coin complexes and coin hoards provide grounds for linking their terminus post quem to these
events.

Coins from the archaeological excavation in the Kozhuh area in 2007 and single coins from the
region of the ancient town, at this stage of investigation, come to a close by the end of the 4th
and the beginning of the 5th century. On the basis of stratigraphic data and the coins found at
the site of Terakotena rabotilnitza (Terracotta Workshop), four stages of existence have been
fixed, the fourth one fitting into the chronological bounds of the studied period — end of the 3rd
— end of the 4th century, — the latest coins having being dated to the period 388-395 AD. The
subsequent archaeological investigations in Heraclea Sintica moved the upper chronological
boundary to the end of the 5th century, with the destruction at the end of the 4th century due to
a powerful earthquake.

Two coin hoards from the early Christian basilica in the Mikrevo village with terminus post
quem 474 and 476 AD determine the earliest possible period for the building of the basilica.
The coins of the hoard from the village of Nedelkova Grashtitza, Kyustendil region, and the
coin complexes from the sites of Loven Dom and Grobnitza Mavzolei in Sandanski were placed
as burial offerings. The coins from the hoard were probably put in the tomb immediately after
335 AD. The coins from the sites of Loven Dom and Grobnitza Mavzolei determine the period
of necropoli use, the upper boundary of the burials in the first necropolis reaching 355 AD, and
of that of the second — 335 AD. To these coins could be added the coin hoard the village of
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Zabel, Tran region, discovered during archaeological explorations of the necropolis in 2001 in
a shallow rock airpocket used as an additional chamber for a tomb structure. The hoard contains
16 copper and silver-plated coins — folles and their fractions, from the beginning of the 4th
century. It was placed as a tomb offering up to the 330s AD. Placing coins in tomb structures in
the 4the century follows a tradition existing in funeral practice from before Christ. Such cases
have been recorded in the entire territory of present day Bulgaria and in particular along the
course of Struma river, as well as in the eastern regions of Northern Macedonia.

Investigation of coin circulation of the Late Antiquity in the Upper and Middle Struma region
shows unambiguously an increasing inflation, especially from the end of the 4th century, which
finds its explanation in the general economic crisis seizing the Roman empire. The graphically
represented data on the amount of coins in the particular subperiods show the dynamics of
coin supply entry along the Struma course. The chart indicates gradual increase of the coin
supply after 324 AD, reaching a peak in the period 378-395 AD (see page ...). The largest
downturns belonged to the periods 313-324 AD and after 408 AD, while coin circulation after
474 AD faded out. In the 5th century the course of Struma river became an arena of military
conflicts and internal imperial controversies which inevitably affected coin circulation. In the
second half of the 5th century it gradually faded down, with a hiatus of 30 to 40 years (until the
beginning of the 6th century). The causes of this phenomenon could be sought in the economic
devastation after a series of barbarian invasions and total devaluation of the bronze nominal. It
should not be ignored also that worn out and effaced coins continued their circulation. Bronze
nominals stabilization was also the principal objective of the reform of Emperor Anastasius in
498 AD, after which the late Roman bronze currency was replaced by the early Byzantine follis
and its fractions.

Contributions of the current presentation:

The present study, as a first of its kind for the region of the Upper and Middle course of Struma
river in the period 294-498 AD, is built on the basis of 11 184 investigated coins, including
coins from 23 coin hoards and 24 archaeological sites.

- New versions of images and inscriptions on the coin obverses and reverses have been identified;
- New versions of writing the mints names have been recorded;

- Presented charts show clearly the dynamics of historical and economic processes;

- Analyzing of collected empirical material, the supply to the considered region of the products
of particular mint workshops in the Late Roman empire has been described;

- The coin analysis adds to the historical sources on the developments in the considered region
during the chronological period from the end of the 3rd to the end of the 5th century, while some
generally accepted ideas about historical events could undergo corrections based on the specific

numismatic material.
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