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COIN CIRCULATION ON THE TERRITORY OF HASKOVO DISTRICT

The district of Haskovo is located in the Southern Central region. It covers an area of 5 543 sq. km or 
5% of the territory of the country1. The district consists of 11 municipalities – Haskovo, Dimitrovgrad, 
Svilengrad, Lyubimets, Harmanli, Madzharovo, Simeonovgrad, Ivaylovgrad, Topolovgrad, Mineralni 
Bani, and Stambolovo with 261 settlements in total2. The area borders several districts: Stara Zagora to 
the north; Yambol to the northeast; and Plovdiv and Kardzhali to the west. Two key trans-continental 
roads cross the district territory as in most of their course they follow the terrain through which the 
antique roads have been laid. The first of them connects the Western and Central Europe with Istanbul 
and Asia, and the second one – the Northern Europe with the Mediterranean.

The geographical position, the mild climate and the beautiful scenery have been the favourable factor 
for development of the region. The relief of the terrain is rather diversified. Its northern and central 
sectors are covered by the Upper Thracian Valley and the northern extension of the Eastern Rhodope 
Mountains known as Haskovo hilly area, and the vast territories to the south and southeast – by the 
comparatively low branches of the Eastern Rhodopes and southwestern slopes of the Balkan Range. 
The middle flow of Maritsa – the longest river on the Balkan Peninsula, is running almost diagonally 
through the territory of the district. It is known under various names – Hebros, Hebar, Evros (Ebros), 
and its deep waters have been used for quick and convenient transport and connections as early as 
ancient time3. Its longest tributary – Tundzha River (Tonzus in Antiquity) is crossing shortly from north 
to south the eastern sector of the district. Passing Knyazhevo village, Topolovgrad Municipality, the 
river enters the picturesque Srem Gorge between Sakar Mountain to the west and Dervent Heights to 
the east. At Matochina village, Svilengrad Municipality it leaves the country4. Arda River is the longest 
right tributary of Maritsa. It is known also as Arpesos (White River). Its middle flow is running through 
the Eastern Rhodope Mountains to form a scenic valley of narrow and deep gorges and beautiful 
meanders5.

During the Roman and Early Byzantine Ages a couple of important roads were running across the 
Eastern Balkan provinces. The Central Roman road (Via Diagonalis) was crucial for the development 
of the region during the Antiquity and the Middle Ages – the most direct overland connection between 
the Western Europe, the Balkan provinces and Asia Minor. According to the inscriptions found along 
its bed, its construction took place about the mid AD 1st c. Similarly to the most Roman roads, it was 
laid over an already existing older Thracian one paved as early as the 5th c. BC6. Information describing 
it as the most important strategic and trade - economic road is provided by all Roman itineraries – 
Tabula Peutingeriana, Itinerarium Antonini Augusti and Itinerarium Burdigalense7. The questions of 
its construction and bed – from Vindibina (Wien) via Singidunum (Belgrade), Philippopolis (Plovdiv) 
and Hadrianopolis (Edirne) to Constantinopolis (Constantinople) still involve a series of scholars. In 
his generalizing work on the Roman road construction in the provinces of Moesia and Thrace, M. 
Madzharov, a researcher of the Antique road structure, ascertains the location of the road stations 
along the main roadbed8. According to his survey, the first road station along the Via Diagonalis on 
the territory of today’s Haskovo district was mansio Arsos. Most probably it was located at the site 
of Bostanite, 800 m south of Kalugerovo village. The grounds for this position come with the main 

1 Статистически справочник=Statistical Yearbook, 2016, 12-14.
2 As previous.
3 Izvori, 1949, 224.
4 Entsiklopediya, Vol. 7, 1996, 257-259.
5 As previous, Vol. 1, 1978, 116-117.
6 Madzharov, 2009, 70.
7 LIBI, II 1958, 11-45. 
8 Madzharov, 2009, 70-131.
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Roman rule to trace a road between two points along the shortest distance9. 

To the southeast the road was crossing the areas of the villages of Tyanevo and Ovcharovo, and at 
Gerena site it entered into mutation of Palae (intermediate station for a short break and change of 
horses). Traces of the road pavement are still preserved. Nearby two milestones have been discovered, 
and one of them is housed in Haskovo Museum10. The next station – mansio Castozobra, has been 
identified in literature at Izvorovo village, Kaleto site11, although not all of the researchers accept 
this view12. The road went on following southeastern direction and passed round the heights of Sakar 
Mountain. It crossed through the area of the villages of Oryahovo, Yerusalimovo, Georgi Dobrevo and 
Momkovo, and entered the region of Svilengrad. Today some traces of its pavement have survived east 
of Yerusalimovo and south of Momkovo. 

The scholars have no consensus concerning the next road station mutation Rhamis as well. Some 
believe it was the antique fortress at Hisarya site between Lyubimets and Yerusalimovo, and others 
tend to seek it near Momkovo13.

Located northwest of Svilengrad, at Hisarya site, mansio Burdenis beyond any doubt was of a strategic 
importance for the protection of the road to Hadrianopolis14. It was the last but one along the bed of the 
Roman road on the today’s Bulgarian territory. The last one was mutation Daphabae. The road running 
along the left bank of Maritsa River reached it at Kapitan Andreevo. Its location has been affirmed 
by a milestone found nearby the village. The inscription on the column reads it was set up XII miles 
away from Hadrianopolis15. In the course of the rescue excavations in 2013 a sector of the roadbed 
was revealed at Hauza site next to Kapitan Andreevo Checkpoint. Judging from about 30 Roman coins 
found in the studied area it functioned from the 2nd to the 6th c.16. 

Some secondary roads were running through the Rhodopes as well providing the most direct connection 
between the large commercial centres in the Aegean region and the trading and crafts points established 
in inland Thrace. To the north the roads reached the Hebros River Valley at Philippopolis, Bessapara 
and Emporion Pistiros, and to the south – the towns of Maroneia, Abdera and Thasos Island. They 
fulfilled the traffic of goods and contacts in both directions. At the same time the navigable artery 
along Hebros River was no less significant used for carrying goods to the large trading centre of Ainos 
situated at the mouth of the river17. 

The control and exploitation of the rich ore deposits in the Rhodopes were probably exercised along 
the Eastern Trans-Rhodopian Roman road18. On the territory of Haskovo district some traces of its 
stone pavement have survived near Topolovo village. In almost original form and nearly 300 m long, 
the Roman road may be observed northeast of Dolni Glavanak village as well19. Along Olu Dere River 
the roadbed continued to the east crossing the areas of Malki Voden and Dabovets villages. From there 
on, running over the southern slopes of Gorata Mountain, it descended to Hadrianopolis20.   
The bed of a local antique road began from Dolni Glavanak village running northeast through the 

9 Madzharov, 2009, 112-117; Aladjov, 1997, 100-103.
10 As previous, 119-120; Aladjov, 1997, 93-98.
11 As previous, 120-124; Aladjov, 1997, 196-197; 268-270.
12 Shkorpil- Shkorpil, 1888, 35-36; Paunov – Slavova, 2015, 437-445. 
13 Madzharov, 2009, 126-128.
14 As previous, 127-129; Aladjov, 1997, 213-218. 
15 Madzharov, 2009, 128-129; Aladjov, 1997, 103-104.
16 Nikolov et al., 2014, 68-70.
17 Madzharov, 2009, 256-258.
18 As previous, 284-309. 
19 As previous, 300-308; Aladjov, 1997, 73-80.
20 As previous.
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areas of Malko Bryagovo and Efrem villages, then climbed the ridge of Gorata Hill and through Saint 
Marina Top to the east reached Mezek village. In the region of Siva Reka village one can observe the 
remains of an old road that locals call Druma21. Then the road went down to Maritsa River Valley and 
probably at the road station of Burdipta it connected with Via Diagonalis22. 

In respect of the period in research, the greatest concentration of archaeological sites, coin finds 
included, has been registered along the road arteries, river valleys, and places with difficult access and 
visibility.

The earliest settlements on the territory of Haskovo district found so far belong to the Neolithic (7th – 
5th millennia BC). Their occurrence is associated with sedentary population. In most of the cases they 
appeared along rivers or at places equipped with spring water. Traces of intensive habitation during the 
Neolithic, Copper and Bronze Ages have been revealed in the course of archaeological investigations 
of Neolithic settlements at Chavdarova Cheshma site near Simeonovgrad23, in Yabalkovo and Voden 
villages, Dimitrovgrad Municipality, of the ritual complex at Hauza site near Kapitan Andreevo 
Checkpoint, the Neolithic settlement and sanctuary of Dana Bunar near Lyubimets, at Gyok Tepe 
site near Haskovo, etc. The zoomorphic and anthropomorphic figurines and pottery discovered there 
testify to the ritual practices in the mentioned settlements. The jewels made of local and Mediterranean 
Spondylus scallops found near the today’s village of Orlovo come as evidence of contacts with the 
Mediterranean. 

The earliest material evidence of the Thracians in Haskovo district are dating from the Bronze Age 
(late 4th – late 2nd millennia BC). Moulds for casting of bronze artifacts have been discovered in the 
area of Haskovo and the villages of Branitsa and Madzharovo. During archaeological research near 
Simeonovgrad and Mihalich cups of Trojan Type have been found having parallels in ancient Troy24.

21 Madzharov, 2009, 304-306.
22 As previous.
23 Aladjov, 1997, 226-246.
24 As previous, 181-185.

Fig. 1. Thracian cromlech near the village of Dolni 
Glavanak, municipality Madzharovo.
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During the Iron Age (12th – 1st c. BC) the social and economic differentiation among the population 
deepened. The positions of royal - priestly institution stabilized. State - generating line trends intensified. 
The greatest part of the territory of Haskovo district entered the realm of the Odrysian State25. The 
strongly expressed Thracian cult of the rock forced the intensity of catching up the mountainous areas. 
State - generating line trends intensified. This was a period of bloom of the Megalithic culture in 
Thrace. The various types of Megalithic structures spread in the Eastern Rhodopes as well as in Sakar 
Mountain. The most interesting among them are: the cromlech near Dolni Glavanak village constructed 
of stone blocks impressive in size, arranged in circle and used intensively for ritual practices until the 
1st c. BC (Fig. 1); the dolmen in the area of Hlyabovo village – one of the best preserved till our 
day (Fig. 2); and the cult complexes near the villages of Malko gradishte, Angel Voyvoda and Dolno 
Cherkovishte. 

25 Kratka entsiklopediya, 1993, 200-201.

Fig. 2. Thracian dolmen near the village of Hlyabovo, 
municipality Topolovgrad.

Fig. 3a. Wallpainting from the thracian beehive tomb near the 
village of Alexandrovo, municipality Haskovo.
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The Thracian tombs near Alexandrovo village (Fig. 3a-b) and Mezek stand out among the archaeological 
monuments surviving on the territory of the region. 

One of the largest complexes of rock structures in the Eastern Rhodopes is located at Gluhite Kamani 
site near Malko gradishte (Fig. 4). Bronze coins of Maroneia (4th c. BC)26 and Abdera (4th-3rd c. 
BC) as well as a Republican denarius of Lucius Julius Bursio (85 BC)27 were found there during the 
archaeological research in 2013 and 2015. In the area of the village while leaching gold sand in the 
local river a drachm of Parion (5th c. BC) and bronze coins of Maroneia and Abdera, of Philip II (353-
336 BC) and Alexander III (336-323 BC), Mesambria and Seuthes III (330-300 BC)28 also appeared. 
They are housed in the Museum.

Especially high concentration of Thracian sites has been registered along the middle flow of Arda 
River, in the area of the villages of Pchelari (Fig. 5) and Dolno Cherkovishte – 16 groups of more 
than 200 niches in total, 12 rock tombs, 6 settlements and 3 sanctuaries29. With the life at that place 
we can associate the hoard of bronze coins of Maroneia (4th c. BC) found south of Madzhari village30. 
Many sites relating to the cult traditions of the Thracians are known also from the area of the villages 
Vaskovo, Oryahovo and Dripchevo. A silver tetradrachm of Alexander III (336-323 BC) and a bronze 
coin of Maroneia (4th c. BC)31 have been discovered at Dzhevezlika site, among debris of a settlement. 

The investigations reveal an active settlement life during the Iron Age at the vicinity of Madzharovo. 
The discovery of numerous golden appliqués and imported pottery testify to the bloom of the region 

26 Nehrizov et al., 2014, 130-133
27 As previous.
28 Aladjov, 1997, 152. 
29 Nehrizov, 1994, 2, 5-11.
30 Aladjov, 1997, 142.
31 As previous, 204.

Fig. 3b. Wallpainting from the thracian beehive tomb 
near the village of Alexandrovo, municipality Haskovo.
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about the second half of the 4th c. BC32. Nearby, in the vicinity of Gorno Pole village, a hoard of 56 
tetradrachms (IGCH 910) has been found. It is housed in Haskovo Museum and for now is to be one 
of the earliest in date in the region. 

The hoard contains 52 original coins of Thasos Island, 2 tetradrachms of Thasos type and 2 coins 
Thasos imitations. It was accumulated in the second half of the 2nd c. BC and concealed at the end of 
the same century33. 

32 Chaparov, 1984, 59-60.
33 Gerasimov, 1962, 232; Aladjov, 1997, 58; Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 5-22.  

Fig. 4. Thracian religious centre near the village of Malko 
gradishte, municipality Lyubimets.

Fig. 5. Thracian tomb near the village of Pchelari, municipality 
Stambolovo.
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The rich ore deposits were of greatest importance for the economic prosperity of the region. Many 
sites associated with mining have been described in the course of archaeological research between the 
villages of Valche Pole and Kamilski Dol. Together with a part of Mezek area they outline a micro-
region of very intensive life throughout the whole span of the Iron Age. 

The density of the sites – rock sanctuaries, domed tombs, fortresses and structures relating to mining 
suggests the region was covered with a well constructed settlement system34. 
The archaeological research in the region of Mezek provides rich and valuable information on the life 
of the population. In his study, Iv. Velkov35 reports on: “…tumuli around, … and coins of Philip II (359-
336 BC), of Lysimachos (323-281 BC), coins of Abdera, of Apollonia Pontica, of Maroneia, … mainly 
from the 3rd c. BC.” At. Razboynikov also mentions coins in his letters to G. Balaschev: “… one silver 
with an owl (Athens), some Thasos coins, of Alexander the Great …”36. In the tomb of Mal Tepe, Prof. 
B. Filov has discovered two heavily worn and burned silver drachms of Alexander III (336-323 BC)37. 
However, from an academic point of view, the most interesting are both large hoards of silver coins 
from the Late Hellenistic Age, the 2nd – 1st c. BC. They have been found in the area of the village. 
The first one contains more than 150 tetradrachms of Maroneia from the second period, belonging to 
Thasos Island, to Byzantion of Lysimach type and First Macedonian Region38. The second hoard as 
217 tetradrachms of it have entered the Museum in Haskovo (Fig. 6), contains coins of Thasos Island, 
of Thasos type, of Byzantion Lysimach type, First Macedonian Region and of Mesambria – Alexander 
type39. The Museum also houses a couple of tetradrachms from the area of Mezek – one of First 
Macedonian Region and of Byzantion Lysimach type each, a drachm of Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios 
(96-63 BC), and a bronze coin of Maroneia (4th c. BC)40.

The rich numismatic material and the local and imported pottery, amphorae and building ceramics 
found so far give grounds to relate the zenith of the settlement to the second quarter of the 4th c. BC. 
34 Popov - Iliev, 2005, 72-74.
35 Velkov, 1937, 117-170. 
36 Balaschev, 1932, 10. 
37 Filov, 1937, 1-116.
38 Aladjov, 1997, 158-164.
39 Yurukova, 1979, 4, 60.
40 Aladjov, 1997, 160.

Fig. 6. Coin hoard from Mezek.
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Traces of mining have been registered in some other regions as well – on Mechkovets Ridge and Ayda 
Mountaintop41. The terrain there is dotted with small basins cut in the rock known by the local people 
under the name of sharapana (from Turkish sharap – wine). The legends associate them with making 
wine but most probably some of them have been used for leaching ore extracted from the numerous 
antique mines nearby. The coin hoard found in the neighbouring village of Sarnitsa comes to support 
the supposition of a mining and metal production center functioning in close proximity. The hoard 
was discovered in 1958 at Petrov Pozhar site. It contains 12 silver coins – imitations of tetradrachms 
of Thasos Island. The small hoard is characteristic of local communities employing the imitations in 
question. It can be generally dated from the period of 72 – 45 BC42.

Beyond chance Iv. Velkov describes the Valley of Maritsa River as “the chute that bursts open between 
Sakar and the Rhodopes – the eternal road of tribes and nations”43. The artifacts found during the 
archaeological excavations well prove it. Bronze coins of Kardia44, Alexander III (336-323 BC), Philip 
II (353-336 BC) and Lysimachos (306-281 BC) have been discovered during research of a settlement 
from the Late Iron Age at Assara site near Simeonovgrad. Rich grave goods – a gilded wreath, silver 
jug gold-plated, amphorae, silver appliqués from a horse harness, and a headstall of a labrys-shape 
were deposited in a tumulus close to it45. The Museum houses a pre-coin piece shaped as a fish (Fig. 
7), and bronze coins of Maroneia and Messambria coming from the neighbouring Kalugerovo village 
(mansio Arsos). According to the information of T. Gerassimov in the area of Pyasachevo village to the 
north a pot containing 85 tetrobols of Parion was found46. 

In connection with the recent activities on the reconstruction of Plovdiv – Svilengrad railroad and 
Maritsa highway rescue excavations were carried out along Maritsa River. The investigations at 
Karabyulyuk near Yabalkovo village revealed a multi-layer site of a long period of life – from the 7th – 
6th millennia BC to the Middle Ages, with some interruptions. The finds – a hoard of 11 bronze coins of 
Philip II (353-336 BC) and Alexander III (336-323 BC), and amphorae from Thasos47, Chios, Heraclea 
and Mende testify to lively trade contacts of the population from the Late Iron Age48. According to 
the information of N. Mushmov, still another hoard was discovered in the area of Yabalkovo village 

41 Leshtakov et al., 2012, 133-135. 
42 Gerasimov, 1962, 228; Aladjov, 1997, 262-264; Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 5-22; Prokopov - Slavova, 2017, in print.
43 Velkov, 1933, 169-187. 
44 Tzvetkova, 2009, 33-54, N 55. 
45 Aladjov, 1997, 226-246. 
46 Gerasimov, 1959, 362; Aladjov, 1997, 209.
47 Tzochev, 2016, 230-254.
48 Tonkova - Mikov, 2007, 223-226; Ruseva, 2006, 234-244. 

Fig. 7. Bronze ingot shaped fish. Fig. 8. Bronze ingot shaped skin.
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– containing tetradrachms of Philip II (353-336 BC)49. Probably the region was visited also during 
the Early Hellenistic Age. A bronze coin of Seuthes III (330-300 BC) of the type of eagle/two-line 
inscription inside wreath of ears confirms the assumption50. Haskovo Museum has received a bronze 
ingot (a skin model) (Fig. 8), two silver coins of Thracian Chersonesos and bronze coins of Philip II 
(353-336 BC) and Alexander III51, of Lysimachos (306-281 BC), Maroneia and Mesambria Pontica – 
all of them coming from the investigations near Yabalkovo conducted over the years. Logically, on the 
basis of the findings, the prosperity of this territory can be related to the navigable river. Furthermore, 
this very sector of Maritsa is convenient to cross it and the supposition of a ford functioning there 
seems plausible52. 

In 2010, in the sanctuary near the neighbouring village of Krepost denarii of Caesar and Octavian 
Augustus, and bronze coins of Rhoemetalkes I (12 BC-AD 12) and Rhoemetalkes II (AD 19-26)53 
were discovered. The Museum depot houses bronze coins of Maroneia54, Philip II (353-336 BC) and 
Alexander III (336-323 BC) coming from the surroundings of the same village.   

Shihanov Brayg is located on the right bank of Maritsa River near Harmanli town. The research in 
2001 revealed a road pavement (from the Roman Age). The roadbed is running to a ford across the 
river still in use today55. A bronze coin of Philip II (353-336 BC)56 was found there. 

The finds missing any context also add to the characteristic of the region. They have been found in 
the area of villages south of Harmanli and are kept in Haskovo Museum. Bronze coins of Maroneia 
and Abdera, Samothrake and Philip II (353-336 BC) coming from Ivanovo village have entered there. 
From Smirnentsi village came an imitation of Thasos tetradrachm57, and from Slavyanovo village – an 
electron stater of Kyzikos58.  

The analysis of the numismatic material discovered during the archaeological excavations at Dana 
Bunar site has established continuous habitation of the area – from the 5th c. BC to the 17th c. with 
some breaks. The site is located near Georgi Dobrevo village, on the left bank of Maritsa. The group 
of coins from the pre-Roman period dominates. Their blanks are badly worn, an indication of intensive 
circulation.  Out of 180 coins found in 2000, 111 belong to Maroneia and 44 – to Abdera59. In 2006 
they discovered still another 25 coins of Maroneia and 22 of Abdera60. The rest of the coins are 
comparatively smaller in number – silver coins of Parion and Thracian Chersonesos, bronze coins 
of Mesambria, Thessalonica, as well as of Skostokos, Rhoemetalkes I and Rhoemetalkes II, and 
Ptolemy II Philadelphos61. In the same region a hoard composed of Late Hellenistic coins has been 
also discovered taught to have been larger62. Apparently the people in the area located close to Via 
Diagonalis developed intensive trade dealings with the poleis in Aegean Thrace. 

Momkovo village is not too far from Dana Bunar. In the village area they have found a hoard containing 
23 tetradrachms three of them original coins of Thasos Island and 6 imitations, 13 coins of Maroneia 
49 Mushmov, 1914, 273.
50 Tonkova et al., 2011, 155-157. 
51 Vladimirova-Aladzhova, 2006, 263-265.
52 Tonkova - Mikov, 2007, 226. 
53 Handzhiiska-Yankulova et al., 2011, 362-366.
54 Aladjov, 1997, 250.
55 Velkov et al., 2002, 108.
56 Ignatov - Kancheva-Ruseva, 2007, 122-125.
57 Aladjov, 1997, 248.
58 Gerasimov, 1964, 243; Gerasimov, 1965, 211-212; Aladjov, 1997, 247. 
59 Minkova, 2008, 65-95.
60 Leshtakov et al., 2007, 41-43. 
61 As previous; Minkova, 2008, 66.
62 Penchev, 2001, 33-38.
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from the second period and one tetradrachm of Athens new style63. The hoard has entered the Museum 
depot.

Still another hoard has been found in the same region – near Levka village64. The village is located east 
of Momkovo, on the southern slopes of Sakar Mountain. The hoard contains 26 silver tetradrachms, 
15 of them belonging to Thasos and of Thasos type, 3 – to First Macedonian Region, 5 – to Maroneia, 
and one coin of Byzantion Lysimach type, Athens new style and Roman Quaestor Aesillas each. It was 
accumulated during the period of the late 2nd – mid 1st c. BC65. Very similar is the coin hoard from 
willage Dimitroche. It contents several silver tetradrachms of Maroneia. Only 7 coins of them are in 
the numismatic collection in Haskovo museum66.

The results of the recent investigations in the region of Sakar provide rich data. More than 300 golden 
beads contained a grave structure in a tumulus at Yorgovite Mogili near Izvorovo village. Their number 
and skillful workmanship show that probably this was the grave of a high-rank man67. While exploring 
the tumulus at Tatar Masha site in the area of Knyazhevo village, the archaeologists have discovered 
the rooms of a fortified regal home. A silver obolos of the Eastern Locreans (4th c. BC) and bronze 
coins of Philip II (353-336 BC) and Antiochos II (261-246 BC) were among the artifacts dating the 
site68.

The Museum houses a few more hoards (from Dolno Botevo village69; one containing coins of Philip 
II (353-336 BC) and Alexander III (336-323 BC); and from G. Chochoven village) as well as hundreds 
of single finds dating from the 6th – 1st c. BC. 

The Catalogue presents coins and coin hoards from the 6th to 1st c. BC from the collection of Haskovo 
Museum. The coins found during archaeological research as well as those of certain provenance are to 
be of great importance. All the rest that are missing context add to the picture of the circulation in the 
region.

The coins and coin hoards coming from the territory of Haskovo district give grounds to suggest contacts 
with towns and regions in the Eastern Mediterranean. The utmost intensity of the coin circulation 
concerns the pieces of the towns of Maroneia and Abdera. Alongside hoards, coins appear also within 
archaeological context. In their greatest number they have been in use as long as possible. The second 
largest group of coins belongs to the Macedonian Kings Philip II (359-336 BC) and Alexander III (336-
323 BC). They also bear traces of circulation to the limit, far after the time of reign of both kings70. 
From the Hellenistic Age, the major numbers of pieces are tetradrachms in the name of Thasos. The 
imitations of the latter also make a solid group. Among them ready-to-use blanks are present as well. 

Noticeable is the occurrence of coins coming from the towns of Propontis and the warm Aegean 
seashore and islands to the south: Byzantion, Parion, Kyzikos, Thracian Chersonesos, Samothrake, 
Neandria, Mende, Dikaia, and Acanthus. Regardless of the remoteness of the Black Sea coast, coins 
of Apollonia Pontica and Mesambria have also taken part. Similar is the presence of coins from 
the northern town of Istros, as well as of Athens, Lokris and Egina to the south, and Apollonia and 
Dyrrhachiun – to the west. 

63 Prokopov - Petrov, 2003, 197-206.
64 Aladjov, 1997, 128-130. 
65 Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 7-8. 
66 Aladjov, 1997, 68-69.
67 Borislavov - Ivanova, 2009, 132-125.
68 Agre, 2012, 170-171. 
69 Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 9-10; Prokopov - Slavova, 2016, 815-825.
70 About the coin circulation of the bronze coins of the both kings in the region see: Dimitrov, 1986, 32-40.
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The Thracian kings take also part with coins of Saratokos (ca. 400 BC), Seuthes III (330-300 BC), 
Lysimachos (306-281 BC), Rhoemetalkes I (12 BC-AD 12) and Rhoemetalkes II (AD 19-26). After 
Philip II (353-336 BC) and Alexander III (336-323 BC), some other Macedonian kings are also present 
with coins although not in great number: Kassander (305-297 BC), Antigonos Gonatas (283-239 
BC), Demetrios Poliorketes (294-288 BC) and Perseus (179-168 BC). The amount of coins of the 
Seleucids is moderate: Seleukos III (226-222 BC) and Antiochos II (261-246 BC); of the Ptolemies: 
Ptolemy II Philadelphos (285-246 BC). Even a coin of Ariobarzanes I Philoromaios (96-63 BC) King 
of Cappadocia takes part in the collection. 

Marked on the map, the presence of coins mentioned above coming from various towns and areas 
outlines a vast region in Asia Minor and Northern Africa to the south and to the Danube River to the 
north; from the Black Sea coast to the east, and Adriatic to the west.  
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Ruler/ Region/ 
City Type/ Nominal Number Origins Information

THRACE, CITIES

ABDERA AR Tetradrachm,
c. 439/7-411/10 BC
c. 365-345 BC

2 No information Inv. no. H – 307; 308 
Aladjov, 1970, 8-11,
fig. 4, 5.

AE, c. 365-345 BC 69 G. Dobrevo Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-
95; Leshtakov et al., 
2007, 41-43.

3 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 368; 1046
Aladjov, 1997, 152.

1 Malko Bryagovo Inv. no. H – 512 
Aladjov, 1997, 149.

1 Momkovo Inv. no. H – 2205
2 Ivanovo Inv. no. H – 2317
6 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 497; 500/16

10+ No information Inv. no. H – 693; 712; 
1480; 1590; 2135; 2286; 
2798; 2827

TOTAL 90+

BYZANTION AR Tetradrachm 1 Hoard Levka
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no. H – 654 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov - Petrov 2000, 
7-8.

4 Hoard Mezek Inv. no. H – 1214 
Yurukova, 1979, 60; 
Aladjov, 1997, 159.

1 Part of Hoard: 
Mezek

Inv. no. H – 505 
Aladjov, 1997, 159. 

AE, ca. early 3 c. BC 1 No information Inv. no. H – 704/2

TOTAL 7

DIKAIA AR Trihemiobol, 
480-450 BC?

1 No information Inv. no. H – 2440

TOTAL 1

Table of distribution of coins from Haskovo Region
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MARONEIA AR Tetradrachm,
5th – 4th c. BC

1 Part of Hoard: 
Kasnakovo

Inv. no. H – 933 
Aladjov, 1997, 109-110. 

1 Tankovo Inv. no. H – 620 
Aladjov, 1997, 270-271.

1 No information Inv. no. H – 293 
Aladjov, 1970, 8-11,
fig. 7.

AR Triobol/ Drachm 2 No information Inv. no. H – 1745; 2137
AE, 400-350 BC 1 Part of Hoard: 

Madjari
Inv. no. H – 306 
Aladjov, 1997, 142.

1 Krepost Inv. no. H – 18
Aladjov, 1997, 123.

35 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 57; 499
13 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 367; 369; 

1028; 1044; 1050 
Aladjov, 1997, 152.

1 Dolno Belevo Inv. no. H – 394 
Aladjov, 1997, 81.

1 Gnyazdovo, 
Kardjali region

Inv. no. H – 405

1 Haskovo Inv. no. H – 413
1 Oryahovo Inv. no. H – 537 

Aladjov, 1997, 204.
1 Mezek Inv. no. H – 938 

Aladjov, 1997, 159-160.
1 Kozlets Inv. no. H – 1220 

Aladjov, 1997, 117.
2 Kalugerovo Inv. no. H – 1569
1 Dabovets Inv. no. H – 2036
1 Malevo Inv. no. H – 2075
10 Ivanovo Inv. no. H – 2311
1 Yabalkovo Inv. no. H – 2859

100+ G. Dobrevo Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-
95; Leshtakov et al., 
2007, 41-43.

60+ No information Inv. no. H – 473; 633; 
636; 679; 680; 793; 804; 
1352; 1376; 1490; 1715; 
1761; 1784; 2040; 2139; 
2140; 2220; 2287; 2288; 
2792-2794; 2799; 2800;
NSF 160/7-9; 181/8-17; 
304; 370-373; 484-489



21

AE Imitations 1 Balgarin Inv. no. H – 1798
3 No information Inv. no. H – 1199; 2828; 

2829
AR Tetradrachm, 
189–49/5 BC

7 Part of Hoard:
Dimitrovche

Inv. no. H – 1654 
Aladjov, 1997, 68-69.

5 Hoard Levka
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no H – 653; 910 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov - Petrov, 
2000, 7-8.

13
(1 fure)

Hoard Momkovo Inv. no H – 1840; 1838 
(fure)
Prokopov - Petrov, 2003, 
197-206.

1 Knijovnik Inv. no H – 1414
1 No information Inv. no. H – 908 

AE Large nominals 1 Krepost Inv. no. H – 17
Aladjov, 1997, 123.

1 Madjari Inv. no. H – 311
Aladjov, 1997, 142.

1 Mineralni bani Inv. no. H – 1287
8 No information Inv. no. H –708; 2039; 

2136; 2142; 2289; 2290; 
NSF 181/2

AE Small nominals 1 Golyam izvor Inv. no. H – 1387 
Aladjov, 1997, 53.

3 Pelevun Inv. no. H – 2118; 2119
5 G. Dobrevo Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-

95; Leshtakov et al., 
2007, 41-43.

1 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 500/12
20+ No information Inv. no. H – 116; 681; 

803; 2141; 2879; NSF 
160/1; 160/4; 160/6; 
181/1; 181/3-5; 181/7; 
182; 198/1

TOTAL 300+

MESAMBRIA AR Tetradrachm, 
ca. 175-125 BC

1 Hoard Mezek Inv. no. H – 1216 
Yurukova, 1979, 60; 
Aladjov, 1997, 159.

3 No information Inv. no. H – 178; 917; 
1159
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AR Diobol,
ca. 4th Century BC

1 Part of Hoard: 
Golyamo 
Chochoven, 
Sliven region

Inv. no. H – 301

AE, 4th-2nd BC 4 G. Dobrevo Inv. no. H – 2474; 2475; 
2476; 2754 
Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-
95; Leshtakov et al., 
2007, 41-43.

1 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 500/11
1 Yabalkovo Inv. no. H – 2856
6 No information Inv. no. H – 687; 688; 

689; 1086; 1172/2; 2449

TOTAL 17

APOLLONIA 
PONTICA

AR Diobol,
ca. late 4th
Century BC

1 Part of Hoard: 
Golyamo 
Chochoven, 
Sliven region

Inv. no. H – 302

TOTAL 1

ISTROS AR Trihemiobol,
ca. 4th Century BC

2 Part of Hoard: 
Golyamo 
Chochoven, 
Sliven region

Inv. no. H – 303

TOTAL 2

KARDIA AE, 357/346-309 BC 1 Simeonovgrad Inv. no. H – 1223 
Tsvetkova, 2009, 33-54, 
N 55.

TOTAL 1

SAMOTHRAKE AE, ca. 280 BC 1 Ivanovo Inv. no. H – 2309

TOTAL 1

THASOS AR Stater, 
ca. 500–450 BC

1 Balgarin Inv. no. H – 295 
Aladjov, 1997, 39.

AR Trihemiobol,
ca. 411–404 BC

1 No information Inv. no. H – 2045

AR Hemidrachm,
after 280 BC

1 No information Inv. no. H – 469

AR Tetradrachm,
after 168 BC

53 Hoard
Gorno pole 
(IGCH 910)

Inv. no. H – 56 Aladjov, 
1997, 57-58; Prokopov - 
Petrov, 2000, 5-7.
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15 Hoard Levka 
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no. H – 652; 909 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 7-8;
Prokopov, 2011, Pl.II

167 Hoard Mezek Inv. no. H – 1212 
Yurukova, 1979, 60; 
Aladjov, 1997, 159

3 Hoard Momkovo Inv. no. H – 1836 
Prokopov - Petrov, 
2003, 197-206.

1 Sredna Arda, 
Kardjali region

Inv. no. H – 62 
Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 
10-11

5 No information Inv. no. H – 107a; 675; 
806 Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 10-11.

2 No information Inv. no. H – 170; 1595
Imitations 3 Hoard

Gorno pole 
(IGCH 910)

Inv. no. H – 56 
Gerasimov, 1962, 232; 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 5-7; Prokopov, 
2011, 337–349.

41 Hoard Mezek Inv. no. H – 1212; 1213 
Yurukova, 1979, 60; 
Aladjov, 1997, 159.

6 Hoard Momkovo Inv. no. H – 1839 
Prokopov - Petrov, 2003, 
197-206.

9
+
2

Hoard
Dolno Botevo
(Core)

Inv. no. H – 1073; 1074; 
1106; 1107; 1108
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 82; 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 9-10; Prokopov - 
Slavova, 2016, 815-825.

12 Hoard Sarnitsa Inv. no. H – 2 
Gerasimov, 1962, 228; 
Aladjov, 1997, 262-264; 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 8-9; Prokopov - 
Slavova, 2017

1 Dimitrovgrad Inv. no. H – 373 
Aladjov, 1997, 66; 
Prokopov - Petrov, 2000, 
10-11.
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1 Smirnentsi Inv. no. H – 411 Aladjov, 
1997, 248; Prokopov – 
Petrov, 2000, 10-11.

1 Kardjali Inv. no. H – 1096 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 10-11.

3 No information Inv. no. H – 104; 916; 
990 Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 10-11

2 No information Inv. no. H – 1443; 2134

TOTAL 320+

THRACIAN 
CHERSONESOS

AR Hemidrachm,
ca. 386-338 BC

2 Yabalkovo Inv. no. H – 2181; 2182
1 G. Dobrevo Inv. no. H – 2716 

Leshtakov et al., 2007, 
41-43.

2 No information Inv. no. H – 296; 2158

TOTAL 5

THRACE, KINGS

SARATOKOS,
around 400 BC

AR Tetrobol 1 Parvomai,
Plovdiv region

Inv. no. H – 919

TOTAL 1

SEUTHES III,
330-300 BC

AE 1 Cherepovo Inv. no. H – 389
 1 Garvanovo NSF 310
3 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 148; 1045; 

1051
Aladjov, 1997, 152.

2 No information Inv. no. H – 694; 695

TOTAL 7

LYSIMACHOS,
306-281 BC

AR Fifth-
Tetradrachm

1 No information NSF 438

AE 1 Simeonovgrad Inv. no. H – 1141
1 Balgarin Inv. no. H – 1797
1 Yabalkovo Inv. no. H – 2183
2 No information Inv. no. H – 690;

NSF 184/2

TOTAL 6
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KAVAROS,
ca. 225-219 BC

AE 2 No information Inv. no. H – 707

TOTAL 2

RHOEMETAL-
KES WITH 
AUGUSTUS
11 BC-12 AD

AE 7 G. Dobrevo Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-
95.

1 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 500/1
16 No information Inv. no. H – 691; 696; 

738; 881; 1591; 2294; 
2296; 2333; 2441-2444; 
NSF 160/2; 184/1; 440; 
483

TOTAL 24

MACEDONIA, CITIES AND REGIONS

ACANTHUS AR Tetrobol,
470-390/424-380 
BC?

1 No information Inv. no. H – 2256

TOTAL 1

FIRST 
MACEDONIAN 
REGION

AR Tetradrachm,
 ca. 2-1 c. BC

3 Hoard Levka 
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no. H – 651 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov – Petrov, 
2000, 7-8;
Prokopov, 2011, Pl.II.

4 Hoard Mezek Inv. no. H – 1215 
Yurukova, 1979, 60; 
Aladjov, 1997, 159-160.

1 Part of Hoard:
Mezek

Inv. no. H – 1042
Aladjov, 1997, 159-160.

2 No information Inv. no. H – 107b; 674

TOTAL 10

MACEDONIA, KINGS

PHILIP II,
353-336 BC

AE 159 Hoard
Haskovo area

Inv. no. H – 2344-2395

1 Krepost Inv. no. H – 13
Aladjov,1997, 123.

22 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 58; 496
1 Tankovo Inv. no. H – 189

Aladjov, 1997, 270-271.
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3 Ustrem Inv. no. H – 2422; 2466; 
2467

6 Yabalkovo Inv. no. H – 466; 469; 
2779; NSF 213;
Inv. no. H – 2866; 2868 
Vladimirova-Aladzhova, 
2006, 263-265 

1 Yerusalimovo NSF 250
2 Dolnoslav, 

Plovdiv region
Inv. no. H – 365

1 Balgarin Inv. no. H – 1570
1 Simeonovgrad Inv. no. H – 1317
1 Ivanovo Inv. no. H – 2306
1 Studena Inv. no. H – 1335
1 Mineralni bani Inv. no. H – 2206
1 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 184

Aladjov, 1997, 152.
1 Golyam izvor Inv. no. H – 1385 

Aladjov, 1997, 53.
1 Parvomai,

Plovdiv region
Inv. no. H – 946

35+ No information Inv. no. H – 154; 158; 
470; 471; 632; 683; 
709; 792; 946; 1351; 
1369; 1375; 1478; 1489; 
1501-1503; 1593; 1666; 
1785; 1989; 2122; 2143; 
2291-2294; 
NSF 181/6; 291; 431.

TOTAL 230+

Temp. PHILIP 
II-ALEXANDER 
III, circa 340/36-
328 BC

AV ¼ Stater 1 Part of Hoard:
Golyamo 
Chochoven,
Sliven region

Inv. no. H – 304

TOTAL 1

ALEXANDER 
III, 336-323 BC

AV Stater 2 No information Inv. no. H – 47; 48
AR Tetradrachm 1 Knijovnik Inv. no. H – 1415

1 Oryahovo Inv. no. H – 297
Aladjov, 1997, 204.

2 No information Inv. no. H – 178; 807
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AR Drachm 2 Krepost Inv. no. H – 14; 19
Aladjov, 1997, 123.

1 Nikolovo Inv. no. H – 1072
Aladjov, 1997, 191.

10 No information Inv. no. H – 171; 198; 
634; 676; 978; 1326; 
1344; 2221; 2321; 2322

AE 31 Hoard
Haskovo area

Inv. no. H – 2396 - 2416

1 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 185
Aladjov, 1997, 152.

1 Dolnoslav,
Plovdiv region

Inv. no. H – 364

2 Bryagovo, 
Plovdiv region

Inv. no. H – 305

1 Simeonovgrad Inv. no. H – 1222
2 Yabalkovo Inv. no. NSF 464; 

Н-2867 
Vladimirova-Aladzhova, 
2006, 263-265 

1 Borislavtsi Inv. no. H – 1015
3 Parvomai,

Plovdiv region
Inv. no. H – 920; 921; 
947

1 Krivo pole Inv. no. H – 414
6 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 495; 500/15

20+ No information Inv. no. H – 472; 664; 
684-686; 710; 711; 797; 
1368; 1479; 1504; 1824; 
1990; 2123; 2327; NSF 
198/2; 294

AE Imitations 2 No information Inv. no. H – 1990/4; 
2446

TOTAL 80+

KASSANDER,
305-297 BC

AE 1 Svilengrad area Inv. no. H – 500/13
2 No information Inv. no. H – 698; 699

TOTAL 3

ANTIGONOS II 
GONATAS,
283-239 BC

AE 1 Dolnoslav, 
Plovdiv region

Inv. no. H – 365/1

2 No information Inv. no. H – 635; 700

TOTAL 3
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DEMETRIOS 
POLIORKETES,
294-288 BC

AE 1 No information Inv. no. H – 701

TOTAL 1

PERSEUS,
179-168 BC

AE 2 No information Inv. no. H – 702; 703

TOTAL 2

MACEDONIA, UNDER ROMANS

QUAESTOR 
AESILLAS,
ca. 1 c. BC

AR Tetradrachm 1 Hoard Levka
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no. H – 911 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov - Petrov, 
2000, 7-8.

1 No information Inv. no. H – 671

TOTAL 2

IMITATION

CELTIC 
IMITATION

AR Drachm 1 No information Inv. no. H – 1481

TOTAL 1

GREECE, REGIONS AND CITIES

AEGINA, 
ATTICA

AR Stater,
ca. 480-457 BC

1 Simeonovgrad 
area

Inv. no. H – 294
Aladjov, 1970, 8-11,
fig. 3; 1997, 231.

TOTAL 1

ATHENS, 
ATTICA

AR Tetradrachm,
ca. 454-404 BC

2 Part of Hoard
Tsareva polyana

Inv. no. H – 209 
Aladjov, 1970, 8-11,
fig. 6; 1997, 290-291.

AR Tetradrachm
“New Style”,
ca. 168/5-50 BC

1 Hoard Levka
(CH VI 49)

Inv. no. H – 655 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 128; 
Prokopov - Petrov, 
2000, 7-8.

1 Hoard Momkovo Inv. no. H – 1837 
Prokopov - Petrov, 
2003, 197-206.
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TOTAL 4

ILLYRIA, CITIES

APOLLONIA AR Drachm,
ca. Mid-late 1st 
century BC

1 No information Inv. no. H – 998

TOTAL 1

DYRRHACHION AR Drachm,
ca. 200-30 BC

1 No information Inv. no. H – 1343

TOTAL 1

ASIA MINOR

MYSIA, CITIES

KYZIKOS EL Stater 1 Ovcharovo Inv. no. H – 46 
Gerasimov, 1942, 72-89, 
p. І, 13; Aladjov, 1970, 
8-11, fig. 1; 1997, 196.

1 Slavyanovo Inv. no. H – 54 
Gerasimov, 1964, 243; 
1965, 211-212; Aladjov, 
1970, 8-11, fig. 2; 1997, 
247.

TOTAL 2

PARION AR Drachm,
ca. 5 c. BC

1 Malko gradishte Inv. no. H – 146
Aladjov, 1997, 152.

1 Pastrook NSF 303
1 G. Dobrevo Inv. no. H – 2472 

Minkova, 2008, 4, 65-
95.

AR Hemidrachm/ 
Drachm, ca. 4 c. BC

2 No information Inv. no. H – 677; 2439

TOTAL 5

TROAS, CITIES

NEANDRIA AE, ca. 400-310 BC 1 No information Inv. no. H – 2826

TOTAL 1
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SELEUCID EMPIRE, KINGS

ANTIOCHOS II,
261-246 BC

AE 1 Borislavtsi Inv. no. H – 1019/1
1 No information Inv. no. H – 960

TOTAL 2

SELEUKOS III,
226-222 BC

AR Tetradrachm 1 Studena Inv. no. H – 619
Aladjov, 1997, 258.

TOTAL 1

EGYPT, KINGS

PTOLEMY II 
PILADELPHOS, 
285-246 BC

AE 1 G. Dobrevo Inv. no. H – 2473
Minkova, 2008, 4,
65-95. 

TOTAL 1

CAPPADOKIA, KINGS

ARIOBARZANE I 
PHILOROMAIOS,
96-63 BC

AR Drachm 1 Mezek Inv. no. H – 621
Aladjov, 1997, 160.

TOTAL 1

ROMAN REPUBLIC

ROMAN 
REPUBLIC

AR Denarius,
102-100 BC

1 Hoard
Dolno Botevo

Inv. no. H – 1109 
Yurukova, 1978, 73; 
Aladjov, 1997, 82; 
Prokopov - Slavova, 
2016, 815-825.

TOTAL 1
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AD Anno Domini
AE Bronze
AR Silver, Argent
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Obv. Obvers
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r. Right
str. Standing
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